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VISION STATEMENT
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goods passing through the community.

Arco will continue to exemplify a strong knit community that will assures a
safe, vibrant, and wholesome environment for its residents, while at the
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MISSION STATEMENT

This statement articulates BISSIONof what we intend to accomplish; it
articulates our focus for the community, and the objectives we will work
towards.

"The City of Arco exemplifies a unique and strong sense of appreciation and
respect for our community's heritage and history. Many of Arco's residents
represent five and six generations of living in the area. This fact strengthens
ties to the past and inslls within us a strong desire to preserve our heritage
and foster the cultural traditions and values of our forbearers.

We believe in maintaining our famikpriented community where common
values assure a safe and vibrant environment.

We believe this can be accomplished by communicating community
expectations, progressive planning, citizen engagement, and enhanced
ordinance expectations."
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INTRODUCTIOND Therefore,the plan will be used as a "working" document, referred
to in each land use and growth decision made. It will be responsive

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING to the everchanging environment of the community and will be
subject to amendment to address those changes. It will contioue
City of Arco Comprehensive Plan be a truly public document, requiring full public participation in its
continued use and future changes. Each year the Planning and Zoning
This document is the result of extensive public inpod hasncluded Commission and City Council will review the plan and update it as

input from public hearings, opehouses, public surveys, interviews  Necessary to meet the needs of the city.
and discussions with residents over arh@nth period of time.

Amendments to the plan will follow the guidelines set in Idaho Code
Every effort has been made to include best planning principles in the 67-6509:
development of the goals and objectives outlined in the plan. A Public
Hearing was held before the planning and zoning commission and a 1) The plan may be amended at any time with the exception of the
Citywide survey was sent to assist the Planningd aZoning land use mapvhich may only be amended once every six months.
commissioners in assessing the desires ofditgresidents for the
future of the community. The results of this survey are included in 2) Upon any request to amend or repeal the plan, the P&Z and City
the appendixes. The City Council and planning commission wish to Council shall set a public hearing, giving at least 15 days public notice
thank all those that gave time and effort tweating a plan which we in the local newspaper or by mail.
feel reflects the vision and values of our community. A special thanks

goes out to our youth who shared their graphical representations of 3) The P&Z and City Council shall hold the public hearingesy
their hope for Arco's future comments on the proposed change. They will consider such

comments and make a decision on the plan's amendment.

This plan sets forth the goals and objectives determined by the

citizens of the City of Arco to guide their community in future growth ~ 4) No amendment shall be effective unless adopted by an ordinance
and development decisions. These carefully conceived goals reflect Or resolution,of which three copies shall be on file at City Hall.
YIye K2dzZNBE 2F RA&OdzA & A 2urebndlRe O2y GSYLX FGA2Yy 2y | ND2Qa ¥

desires of its residents. They are intended to provide and protect a

"quality" standard of living for residents and visitors alike and set

tasks to beaccomplished to achieve this.

It is the intent of the City Council to use the plan as a framework

which will promote sound land development, a safe and healthy

living environment and a successful economic climate.




Kurt L. Hibbert MPA
Community Development Specialists
bunnybouncer@mac.com

(208) 6815609
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Letter from Mayor and Council

Dear Residents of Arco,

It is with gratitude and excitement that we present our City’s Comprehensive
Plan. We are pleased that our residents have cared enough about our
community to contribute and assist us in compilation of this plan, a huge
“Thank You” is extended to all that participated.

It is our plan, and we need to take ownership of the things written inside. It is
also a living document that should be progressively amended and enhanced as
the city moves forward and over the coming years.

Special thanks go out to the school children that worked so hard on the
artwork sprinkled throughout the plan. Their dreams truly inspire and
motivate us as leaders in our decisions we make for the City of Arco.

May we as a community always share a common vision for our future and work
together to make it happen.

Kind Regards,

Grady Parsons, Mayor of Arco ﬁ&%’;ﬁ _@?

,2 ‘ A
Benjamin Tessmer, Council President é‘ = %‘\&3~\ﬁ

™
J

D) g)
Bobbie Reese, Council Member ﬁ//‘( oS

- 7 S/
Danny McCurdy, Council Member S f///‘raw///(/ /,/////‘24 ZZ
/ "
4

Mayor Grady S0nS
ARCO y I DAH O (‘ouncrl‘:r:-,sri;c;‘l‘:l'|'f:;:’(‘;:lchrisl
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THE CITY OF ARCO

t!{{LHY LI WK2 DL
Arco, ldaho
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The purpose of thidocument is to derive a short history of the
area around Arco, Idaho, from earlier sources that are cited
KSNBAYy® ¢KS GKSYS GKlI
largely one of people and goods passing through in various
ways for thousands of yeardjlsdoing so today, and hopefully
doing so tomorrow.

PEOPLE PASSING THROUGH EARLY ON
The human history of the reglon beglns with Native Americans
FYR FY2y3 GKSY GKS {Kz2aKz2ys$S
traveled through in their annual migrations. Those migrations
began in the Shoshone wmterlng grounds near modern
Pocatello and came ndttg Sad | ONRaa (KS
5SaSNIévs gAGK GKS
abundant source of water after the trip across the Desert. After
watering and hunting there, the Shoshone watepped to
Champagne Creek, Silver Creakd the Big Wood River on
their way to the Camas Prairin late summer, they moved on
to the Boise River and then to the Snake River, catching
abundant salmon below Shoshone Falls before following the
Snake upriver to their wintering groundBappers in the 1820s
reported encountering the Blackfoot, who similarly seem to
have move onrather than settled.
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The first EureAmericans to visit the Big Lost River Valley were
fur trappers employed by two British companies, the North
2530 /2YLkyeée FYyR UKS 1 dzRazyQa
firgt Trappirfy Yroup Nthe rdgidR vy probably that led by
Donald Mackenziewvho led a brigade of trappers up the Wood
River and eastward over the upper reaches of the Big Lost River
and into the Little Lost, wintered there in winter of 181820,

and then passed across the mouth of the Big Lost River on his

S Y S NH ®& badkdvestliHfs!lytide ifcfided Thydd Gdadin, ak lodudig NE

scout who, at the front of the party, was first among them to
4SS UKS NRAGSNI GKIFG KS 2N GKS
long before it was known as the Big Lost River.

The second trapping party was probably that of Alexander Ross
and Thyery Goddin, who in various stages traversed the entire
Bidy Kozt Rivdr Wa\ndy $ém WilRw Crdék SdkGilNgdwn todtife 2
Snake River Plain and then up to Summit Creek and over Trall
Creek Pas%i1824.

{yF1S tftFAYy 0aiGKS$S

t 26 SN NB I OSthird Ady hdvdbeen that 8f Pdte? Skéne Oghdh bHin kwith
dzLJ

D2RRAYZ GKAOK Ay mMyHp 6Syl
party) went up Summit Creek and over Trail Creek Pass. Ogden
returned in November 1827, when his party emerged from the
Litle LosE Yl RS AdGa ¢l & G2
and then hurriedly crossed the desert to the Snake River. A last
HBC brigades was led up the Big Lost River Valley and into the
Little Lost by William Work in 1830 and 1832; he found the
beaversoeral OF 6 SR 6@ h3IRSyQa LI NI A
that his employer, the HBC, abandon trapping in the region.
CATGe &8SINBR tFGSNE GKS 1./ Qa
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GKS aGAfft GKS 0Sad RSLIAOGAZ2Y the pathdfths enfiga@sit@fe@an, ilNLB7@ SvivB on thg/dath Y 2
ranges. of miners (and others) to the gold rush on the Yankee Fork of
the Salmon River. The result was a boom in stagecoach travel.
The path westward of the Shoshone is much the same as the The company of frontier entrepreneur Alexander Toponce
one taken by Eurdmerican migrants who sought to cross the  began stageeyvice to Challis by way of the Arco area in June,
area beginning in mid800s. John Jeffrey had in 1852 begun 1879, and later that year Toponce followed with service to
promoting a trail following the Shoshone pathway north across Bellevue. He sold #hlines to Gilmer, Salisbury and Company in
the Snake RivePlain, apparently to generate business for his  1882. The Blackfoot, Bonanza, and Wood River Stage Company
ferry across the Snake at Blackfoot. His trail went from also provided service in the early 1880s. By the late 1880s, the
Blackfoot to the Big Southern Butte to the southern outflow of Idaho Stage Company with O. J. Salisbury as its president had
the Big Lost River, and onward to the later site of Martin to its headquarters in Arco.
cross over what is today éhnorthern margin of Craters of the
Moon, bypassing the lava as best it could. Jeffrey presumably If one envisions most of the transit of humans as travel to the
fSR G fSIa

dzy

G 2yS LI NI& 2 @S NI wedk Sheré Nds falsozmudchl-tranSiNaf &nimilé © Rhe éabt2 2 R |- f
[ dzi2 FFé¢3X 0SOlFdzaS GKS RAIFNE ZlhousgngsSof heay of Hivestodk YobtAE dédtle/and sheeph \Befef A
{ £ FGSNE NBO2 NR & wéskof tiieBig FodtdiMar, R | déiv@rOeadi fiam@egon to railheads in Wyoming, and just as
G{2YS 2F GUKS o02ea TF2dzyR Ay (i k8 wakPdDtheiBigiLosiiRiHryvas addon 10 the HolseR andl S $ v
f2a0 2NJ KAR AYy wmMypo®E¢ people going west, it sustained the herds of livestock moving
east.

After Shoshone and Bannock attacks made the main route of

the Oregon Trail along the Snake River less attractive in 1862, The theme of this section has been one of people passing
Tim Goodale led a large party of more than 300 wagons across through the lower reaches of the Big Lost River. None of them
WSTFFNBEE&Qa GNI Af ®do hy Wdz & H pcanalydedHbat it woblfl heia §ood{ pfade o Sedttle. HhisRsimSst A
2 2 dzNJ/mhef10 miles-further to Lost creek. It is a beautiful & G NA {1 Ay 3t & GKS OFrasS 2F GKS SY)
stream and runs smooth and swift. The country around is very Oregon Tail: these people had been walking or, if lucky, riding

NEOl& YR ONR1SY 6AGK KAIK Y Zrdzyagohsioyed tocky rbafsNibr Buyndred® of mikedwatdkisy v
day records that her father died in the night and was buriedby 4§ KSANJ O2YLI yA2y&a RAS Ff2y3 | N
the trail, probaly very near the first site of Arco. AN} gSeFNRé> FyR (GKSeée adaftft KI

Oregon. Nonethelessione of them looked up the valley of this
If the area at the mouth of the Big Lost River Valley had first ¢ 0 S| dzi A Fdzf adiNBIFY wiKFG6 NHzya
been on path of the Shoshone to the Camas Prairie and then on stay here.
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of a visiting European nobleman who was a member of the

THE FIRST TWO OF THE THREE TOWNS OF ARCO family of the Counts of Arco, a town in modern northern Italy.
Ly NBalLkyasS (2 (GKS aidl 3S02!I OFe ndost kidichldis/spedifiztandtd i@ amgng thebe2nolileyhénS O
ySg aitl 3S02F 0K fAySa Ay wmyT dwadiGEg WilkeimAlexduider HanOGraf Vo Ardo, R pionbeDig
in the usage of F.W. Dykes) was founded in that year on the Big radio communicabn, who was born in 1869 and thus would
[2a0 WAOSNI a2dziK 2F GKS LINE & 8nyihavé BeénSten dars bldNdr@nbthe/ tavh dwas .giged iis2 f
1926 acount puts Old Arco#& FA @S YAt S&a &2 dziRl EF P (1 K83 LINE NIS 3 el D& autbdbgraphydO K ¢
G26yé€> YR Co2d 581Sa Y2NB alGedde Wal@d doddBart (184I047), kriieard y¥exploré Snd. A 3
River where the river crosses lava upstream from the Box scout, which has multiple mentions of the ranch of Louis Arco
Canyon. A suspension bridge was built to facilitate crossing the and his wife, seemingly in the 1860s. In one case, Goodhart was
river, and a emetery soon developed near the town. The town  on his way from southeastern Idaho to Boise whe forded

may have arisen when the stage line north from Big Butte 4 KS {yl 1S YR (KSy aONR&aaSR (K
Station to Wild Cat Point Station to Pass Creek Station and ! N2 Q& NI yOKé¢ ¢ KSNEB tr&vder 5g/kO2 dzy|i

northward on up the valley was changed, with the lattertwo KIF R O2 YS 2 @S NJ (Az2eaderéh orfly2cdaglite | NJ
stations moved to the west sidef the Big Lost Riverandthus G KI &G GKS G266y 2F | NOD2 41 &o-yI YS§
to Junction and Antelope Stations.8 Junction was the station at American settlers; it would have been an incredible coincidence
which the Bellevue (or Big Wood) and Challis (Salmon) for the U.S. Post Office to have independently arrived at such
stagecoach routes joined or split, depending on the direction 'y dzydziadzZl £ yIYSd . & mMyym a! NOF
one was travelling. post offices in the Official Register of the United States.

adzOK gl & gNAGGSY 0ST2NB HAHA Iftarkitdictataddhe logatah & Olg Aréd F1, it asdddbenied it/ |
and research by John Parsons in 2020 showed that almost all of when the railroad from Shoshone to Ketchum was completed

it was wrong. For example, it was commonly alleged that the in the early 1880s, making the stage from Blackfoot to the
YEYS 2F awWdzyOtdAz2yé g1 & 2NA3IAA Wbdd Riger chidbily dzslévanS(lRe confratziiasten Kok the re$tK S
PostOfif Ay adSIR FaadaA3daySR (KS yIofiBey@&Fbutdhe delideswas ldssenedi@is Alilikseasthigd
Parsons recovered the original request for a post office dated to a two-horse stage before its complete eliminatioBpon the

April 15, 1880, on which the proposed name was firstentered G2 g6y @l & Y2OSR G2 F ySg 20 GA
Fad a[2ad wWAGOSNE YR (GKSYy ONER&a@SSR ®idoi2 dily T2 d2NINY R{FS & | aNDdiE KPS |-
between Old Aco and presentay Arco . . . 2 miles south of

Secondly, and more importantly, it was commonly alleged that | NO2 ¢ = LISNKI LJA 2y LINBaSyid [/ 2dz
GKS yIYS ! NO2¢ ¢+ a | aairdySR pesumabli Sntihued tebservehie Gtaghcdathifors BlackfootK 2
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to Challis and Salmon. Traffic from the east almost certainly

swelled during the goldush activity of the miel880s, with The new railway laid down in 1901 was no more than a mile
discoveries that led to the boom towns of Martintothewest ¥ NRBY hf R ! NO2 |1 HX o6dzi GKS (296
on Lava Creek, Era in Champagne Creek, and Alder Creek, Clifbreceded inauguration of rail service in the fall of 1901. The
City, Carbnate, and Houston up the valley. One 1884 gazetteer result was the present location of Arco, on the neck of land
SPSy fA&aGSR ! NO2 Fa dal YAYAY Betwées theiHy Sost Riyeil td the wask dn@tie sauthern tip df Y 2
certainly incorrect but probably got the nature of the traffic  the Lost River Mountains to the east, perhaps on the site of the
through town right. short- lived Wild Cat Point stage station of the 1870s.

THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD THROUGH ARCO  The theme of this section and the previous one has, like the
Transit considerations doomed OIld Arco #2 in 1901, when first, been one of people and goods passing through the lower
crews began to construct a railroad that passed just east of the reaches of the Big Lost River, and of a town that served their
town. This railroad was called the Salmon River Railroad, and it needs. That town responded twice by moving as the paths of
was built by the Oregon Short Line Railway, which was in turn a travelersand goods changed. In the second case in 1901, it
subsidary of the Union Pacific. The new railroad branched off moved not because the railroad came to Arco but because the
the rail line north from Pocatello to Montana, leaving that main ~ Salmon River Railroad went through Arco on its way to Mackay
line at Blackfoot. It threaded its way northwest between the and (prospectively, so to speak) to Challis.
| SttQa 1 IfF ' ONB FYR /SNNR DNIYyRS [ @gF CAStRa G2 GdKS Sl ad
the Big Bute to the west, and then it went up the valley of the ~ As with the stagecoach routes, Arco was the place through
Big Lost River. It was inspired by the decision of John Mackay, a which transportation passed, not the place to which people
mining magnate, to mine copper from the White Knob were trying to get. First, excitement about gold in the region
Mountains above Mackay and by seemingly huge deposits of southwest of Challis on the Yankee Fork brought the
gold being discovered in 129Gt Thunder Mountain, a remote stagecoach route throughArco in 1879, and then excitement
location northwest of Challis. Surveying for the line from about gold in the region northwest of Challis at Thunder
Mackay to Challis began in 1902, but the Oregon Short Line lost Mountain brought the railroad through Arco in 1901.
interest as Thunder Mountain, like most gold rushes, subsided
from euphoria to disappointment. The ¥aS a{ I f Y2y I WO@&HM f Ay 1 +F3S G2 [/ KIffAa Aa
wkAfNRIFRE g1 & RNRBLIISR | NBdzy R strepa,sfourt ofwhitiKvire Inamedfar \6t0eb VR Thrde &f f
of interest in getting to Challis, and the railway was designated the towns are or were relatively near: Era and Lost River (both
the Mackay Branch of the Oregon Short Line and later of the now only memories) and Mackay. Only one street was named
UP. foradistanti 2 6y ® ¢KIF G RAaGlIyd 26y
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O2dzytie aStaG 2F ! ND2Qa O2dzytev[zSaNatsl GdgBQa 2N BN KWG Y2 F y.Rdzy @ &
OFLIAGIEE 2F I NDO2Qa adl dSo | yR County antili§os énd then irDdasteznBiaine). inKedrgspedt,K S| a
2F Ftyz2ad Ittt 2F 1 NO2Qa 02y (6on® inight wondér ifiithkeSstate dumubll Hhavé& suppdried tRe) @ | ¢ K
single distant town was Challis. creation of Butte as a new county in 1917 if it had known that
the countyQ & LJ2 LJdzt Isabi @uyhmed. 2 dzf R
TWENTIETH CENTURY ARCO
The new Arco, farther from the Big Lost River than its two ¢ KS FSRSNI f 3I2FSNYyYSyid OIFYS (p
predecessors, was not a lugimvironment: an early (~19067?) mid-century. This time it was not because land around Arco
photograph shows many buildings but no trees other than might support agriculture but because it was so useless (for
those in the distance along the river. A 1920 photograph shows SEI YLX §3 GKS aOK2A OS I INRA Odzt G dzNI
a town with trees, but only below thpresent canal at Hazel of the 1909irrigation scheme is today part of the INL). The
Street; up the hill was sagebrush. The town built a municipal federal government began to play a major role when Arco
electric plant in 1916, a remarkable step forward for a remote became, at least in name, the home of the Arco Naval Proving
small town. DNRdzy R RdzZNAYy3 22NIR 2FNJLL |al|la
desert southeast of Arco. #&fr World War Il, the landscape of
The present Arco achieved greater stability than its two the proving ground became that of the National Reactor
predecessors, in part because the routes of travel (arailroad ¢ S&AGAYy 3 {dFGA2Yy > FYR | a | NBagdz
and some developed roads) were more fixed than the paths of town lit by nuclear power in 1955 (Obninsk in Russia may have
stagecoaches. The railroad was spiked to the ground, whereas 6 SSy (G KS 62 NI RQa J WMoihimportatiOK (|2 &
the state and éderal highway routes changed in both  from an economic standpoint, as the National Reactor Testing
numerical designation and the roadbeds over which they Station became the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory,
passed, using early on what today are county ro&uall cases, Arco incorporated as a city in 1951, and its population as
however, these roads converged in Arco, consistently funneling recorded by the decadal census peaked at around 1,600Ipeop
traffic (and commerce) through theenter of town; the only AY wMpcnd . dziGS [/ 2dzyieéeQa LI L[|l G
(and ongoing) challenge was to keep traffic from bypassing about 3,500 people in 1960.
Arco on county road 2400N.
However, with the lessening of federafiynded activity at the
Arco advanced with regard to state government, becoming an Idaho National Laboratory in the 1980s and 1990s (the Three
incorporated village in 1909at the height of the water rush. The Mile Island accident was in 1979), population has since dropped
same year saw publication of the first issue of the Arco under 1,000 and was estimated at 849 people in 2016, a level
Advertiser. Arco became a county seat in 1917 with the lasts&y Ay GKS wmonnad . dzidS / 2dzyfie
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dropped to 1950s levels. Arco nonetheless remains the largest
town between Shoshone, Bellevue, Challis, Dubois, Idaho Falls,
Blackfoot, and Aberdeen, and thus for a radius of fifty to
seventyfive miles.

ARCO TODAY

2A0K GKS TSRSNIf SO2y2YAO RNRAOGSNI AY

agricultural capacity increasingly tapped by corporations based
outside the valley, Arco again depends heavilyt@velers
passing through, but not those on wagon trains, in
stagecoaches, or on railways (passenger rail service ended in
1961, and the rails have long since been pulled up). Instead,

OGN yaxd aGri1sSa GKS F2N¥Y 2F ! { | A3IKgl &

dependence otravelersfor its sustenance is reflected today in
0KS (26y Qa shd &durtyiRoad 2480NaLa-ofir

26 that would allow touristic and trucking traffic to bypass the
town and its restaurants, its motels and campgrounds, and its
gas stations. Spoutitility vehicles and camping trailers have
replaced stagecoaches filledth travelers, but Arco is still at
heart a Junction dependent on traffic to destinations far afield.
That means that Arco is dependent on making people passing
through feel welcome, either to stop for a meal, to visit for a

day or two, or to move here ahbecome contributing citizens.
*

*The city wishes to thank MBruce Railsbackor allowing use of liis wonderful
historicalbackground for the Comprehensive Plan
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CHAPTER 1
VISION AND GOAICOMMUNITY DESIGN

Thereare several specific purposes achieved by adoption of the
Arco Comprehensive plan. These are as follows:

w To meet the requirements of the Local Land Use
Planning Act, Idaho Code, Title 67, Chapter 65.

w To create a document that individuals,
developers and government agencies may use to
accomplish the vision of the community in completing
their respective duties, responsibilities or activities
related to matters covered by the plan.

w The Plan does not rezone any parcels or lots,
take any land for public purposes, cloud the title to any
property, or require any land to be transferred to any

person or entity.

w The Plan is not precise and does not show the
Visioning for the FutureArco needs a ZobS O dza § LIS2LX S R2y Q u exact utline of zoning districts or the exact location of
R GS G2 LRbKa C MOiyeta Regiadst G2 32 G2 1 0% }e streetsor public facilities. The plan shows the

general location, character, and extent of land use
patterns. Established laws, ordinancesdgrocedures
make specific consideration and determinations.




The Plan is not to be regarded as regulation but is to be used
as a planning tool to assist governing bodies in moving in the
direction that the community has determined is the most
orderly and beneficiallt is adescriptivedocument, describing
where we would like to be, notprescriptiveregulation or law.
(See Idaho Code&/-6508).

It is important to understand the difference between a
comprehensive plamnd azoning ordinance

A zoning ordinance is a detailed list, by zoning category, of
allowed uses not requiring permits and other uses that require
a permit. It is considered and enforced as local land use law and
is regulatory in nature. It is meant to be very specific and is
considered "prescriptive" rather than solely "descriptive" as is
the comprehensive plan. See Idaho Code $571.

This plan presents background information in a conveérsat
style, without footnotes, methodological explanations, or
numerous statistical tables. Certain details are included in
appendices.

PLANNING AREA

The City of Arco Comprehensive Plan has jurisdiction over all
the lands within the incorporated area of tleity as well as is
applicable as per the City Impact Area Agreement in the Area
of City Impact. The Impact Area is administered through an
Impact Area Agreement with Butte County.

17

It is the intent of thecity to work closely with county
government in coordinating this municipal plan into the larger
coordinated countywide comprehensive plan. A copy of Arco's
Impact Area Agreement with Butte County can be found in the
Appendixes.

LANDUSE TYPES

w Commercial areas where businesses that buy, sell, and
distribute merchandise are desired.

wResidential areas where it is desired that people live and
locate their homes.

w Mixed Useareas where a combination of medium/high
density housing and commercial uses may be approved that
support redevelopment of the city core as well as the smart
growth principles outlined in this plan.

w Agricultural areas where land is used to cultivate saill,
produce crops, and raise livestock.

w Light Manufacturing areas where processing, generating,
and manufacturing businesses are desired.

w Public Facilities areas where parks, school, water and
wastewater,fiber optics,pathways and other publicly owned
and operated facilities are locatedrco considers the water,
wastewater, street, solid waste, and fiber optic systems to be
critical to future growth in our community.




The City seeks to support property rights for each landowner
and to optimize efficiency and good planning in our future
infrastructure extensions.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOALS

() GOALstatements are expressions of desired outcomes.
They are broad directions that establish ideal future conditions
toward which policies are oriented.

W POLICYtatements are expressions of principles that,
when followed, will achieve a goal.

() IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITH® a norexhaustive
description of strategies to implement policies to achieve goals.

The Comprehensive Plan is legally intended to be a guide for
governmental bodiesiot a law that must be adhered to in the
most stringent sense. However, state law requires that zoning
GX0S Ay FFOO2NRIYOS gAGK (KS

The plan therefore becomes binding to an extent, though
revisions can be made in accordance with the Idaho Laad
Use Planning Act.

The projected (sometimes referred to as preferred) land use
map (PLUM) and the relevant text should be referred to for
each issue. Although the land use map designates the basic
type of land use to be permitted in an area, the text will give
further information regarding densities intended for the types
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of land use, ideal extent of particular zones, and other
information that cannot be shown on the map.

The Plan may be amended as needed. Factors that necessitate
changes to the plan are growth, changing conditions, and
various decisions made by the City over time.

When considering an amendment to the plan, decisiakers
should ask themselves:
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If this question cannot be answered affirmatively, any
amendment should be considered with caution.

All interested citizens are encouraged to recommend potential
amendments to this plan at any time. All requests will be

carefyliyicengidersg %F‘ﬂﬁ\ﬂéeﬂ SRk ARGPArticipgtign fnydhe

process is encourage

The Comprehensive Plan is meant to be a consehsilding
document where the values and visions of our residents are
communicated to those that do not understand the history or
context of life in City of Arcalhis Comprehensive Plan is an
SELINBaarzy 2F | ND2Qa 3J2lfasz AR
and economic development. The Comprehensive Planning
Committee has adopted the vision communicated in the book
"History of Arco" which identified a leadershigsian for the

future.
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The "VISION STATEMENdefines our longerm
dreams. It is what weonstantly striveo attain, and it
becomes the reason for being.

VISION STATEMENT
@KS /AGe 2F 1 ND2 Kbka
people and goods passing through the community.

Arco will continue to exemplify a strong knit community that
will assurs a safe, vibrant, and wholesome environment for its
residents, whilat the same timeserving as a regional service
center for thecounty€

MISSION STATEMENT

This statement articulates MISSIONof what we intend to
accomplish; it articulates our focus for the community, and the
objectives we will work towards.

"The City of Arco exemplifies a uniqgue and strong sense of
appreciation and respect for our community's heritage and
history. Many of Arco's residents represent five and six
generations of living ithe area This fact strengthens ties to
the past and instills within us a strong desire to preserve our
heritage and foster the cultural traditionsnd valuesof our
forbearers.

We believe in maintaining our famibriented community
wherecommonvalues assure a safe and vibrant environment.
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We believe this can be accomplished by communicating

community expectations progressive planning, citizen
engagement, and enhanced ordinance expectations."
GKFEG odZAfRaA 2y GKS | NBI Qa KA

Y



VALUESTATEMENST

TheCityhasadopted thefollowing value statemers.
These values and ideals will guide oleadership
actions as we implement this Comprehensive Plan:

1 We value the safety of our citizens:

a) Feeling safe is important to us.

b) Pathways and outdoor activities are
important

c) We value and have a tradition of hard
work

We value and respect the diversity of our
citizens

We value community interaction through
sports, the schools, and entertainment:
a) Community activities in the park such
as Atomic Days
b) Senior Citizen support
c) Youth Athletic Programs
d) Strong Use and Support agbmmunity
assets

We support recreational opportunities:
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a) Science Center Park and Museum
b) Arco Neighborhood Parks
c) Availability of trails/pathways

We value a vibrant downtown core:
a) Pedestrian friendly
b) Clean
c)Maintain Downtown as the coref our
community

We value fiscal responsibility for theity.

We value clean air and clean water:
a) We encourage businesses in tlogy
that protect this value.

We support preservation  of our
O2YYdzyAtleQa KSNAGFIASY
a) Downtown Building Support
b) Preservation of Historical Artifacts
and Writings
c) Accurate Record Keeping and
Preservation
d) Arco Science Center




STRATEGIC OPPORTUNITIES

The heart of this plan lies within the Strategic Opportunities
identified as Goal and PolicyObjectives. There is strong
consensus among community leaddrip and City staff about
amending ordinances and implementing new policy to help
achiee the identified Goals and Policies.

Additionally, the growth happening in eastern ldahover the
last few years validates the need to adopt and support a
proactive comprehensive plan.

With this intention the City of Arcds working proactively to
implement current planning best practice. The city has
solicited input through various methods including $trength,
Weakness, Opportunities, andhreat analysis, a&ommunity
survey and publignput meetingsand hearings. The response
was extremely usefuland the meat of this input has been
integrated into this plan.

Community input appears to be in alignment with the
direction of the City Council and Planning and Zoning
Commission's current thinking. There is a high degree of
consensus in regards to the planning objectives identified in
this plan.

The community will need to actively work to amend
ordinances and continue to amend this comprehensive plan
as planning situations change and new challenges confront
the community.
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COMPONENTS OF THE PLAN

As required by the Local Land Use Planning Act, the
Plan includes provisions from analysis and discussion
of information, data and trends pertaining to the
following 13 components:

gegeegegegeeeeeeecee

Community Design

Housing

Property Rights

Population

School Facilities and Transportation
Economic Development

Land Use

Natural Resources

Hazardous Areas

Public Services, Facilities, and Utilities
Recreation

Transportation

Special Areas or Sites
Implementation




COMMUNITY DESIGN

HOW WE VIEW OUR TOWN

Arco is the largest community in Butte County Our
community has always been a community afeighbors,
people who know each other and are quick to wave and say
hello. Arco is a community made up of families and peace and
security has been a constant as friends and neighbors watched
over each other and the interests of the town. We have
enjoyed abalance, where the works of our citizens melded
together into a common interest.

The purpose of this plan is to maintain that sense of place for
many generatiorsto enjoy.

COMMUNITY DESIGN MISSION STATEMENT

"Guide private and public development toward the
maintenance ofa well-ordered and aesthetically pleasing
community."

DISCUSSION

Good community design provides an attractive living
environment and can also result in an orderly wdéindscaped
environment which increases real estate values, energy
efficiency and livability, and promotes an attractive climate
for economic development.

The promotion of quality design is also an important

component of implementing compact development,
infill/redevelopment and mixeduse development concepts
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without sacrificing neighborhood livability. Landscaping,
building design, signs and tree planting are all aspects of
community design and are described in detail below.

LANDSCAPING

The city recognizes the importance of landscaping in helping
make the City of Arco an attractive place to live and work. The
city encourages the installation, maintenance and protection
of trees, shrubbery and other landscape elements. Street
trees within the cities and rural subdivisions provide shade to
help cool buildings and conserve energy as well as enhance
the visual appeal of a streetscape and create pdeasant
environmentfor pedestrians and bicyclists.

Unless the development is an integrated mixede
development, landscape buffers should be used between
commercial and residential properties to provide visual
separation and insulate residential areas from noise and
visual impacts of commercial and lighimanufacturing
development.

Front yards and side yards in residential areas should be
landscaped except where driveways are present. To promote
water conservation, lowwater landscaping techniques are
encouraged throughout thecity as well as the development of
secondary irrigation systems.

SIGNAGE

Size, height, colors and illumination of signs should be
regulated and in keeping with the character of the

community. Signs should be designed and scaled to either a




pedestrian or vehicleoriented environment depending on
their location.

The City of Arco does not support off premise signage or
billboard type advertising in excess of the size allowed in the
sign ordinance Sign regulations are intended to avoid unsafe

placement and avoid visual clutter.

BUILDING DESIGN

Quiality building design can contribute to livability, improved
aesthetics and the sense of community identity. Therefore,
the city should promote building design that is visually
compatible with surrounding development and enhances the
community in order to create and retain attractive
neighborhoods and business districts. However, policies and
programs should not stifle creativityindividuality or personal
choice and should be reasonably related to health, safety and
welfare issues of the community.

Design related policies should be as clear and objective as
possible, but should also recognize that each neighborhood
has special and unique characteristics so what is visually
compatible in one location may be not be appropriate in
another location.

PEDESTRIAN ORIENTATION

Pedestrianfriendly development is encouraged as an
important aspect of community design. Walkable
neighborhoods and commercial districts promote social
interaction and are accessible to those who cannot drive.
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The presence of pedestrians on the street adds vitality to
neighborhoods and shopping areas and provides informal
surveillance of public spaces. To create and/or retain a
pedestrian friendly environment, special attention must be

paid to streets as a sharkpublic space.

Pedestrian friendly features include building entrances
oriented to sidewalks rather than parking areas, a consistent
edge of buildings along the streetscape, a variety of building
styles, sidewalks separated from the road by planting strips
and shade tres. It is also critical that motor vehicle speeds be
scaled to facilitate parity between varied users.

DESIGN GUIDELINES

Design guidelines and/or design review should occur in special
areas or situations to promote the creation or retention of an

I NS Q& dzyAljdzS OKIF NI OGSNRAGAOAD
for the downtown Historic District to make sure new
development and exterior remodeling is consistent with the
historic character of the district.

Design guidelines may be created fopromotion of a
Pedestrian OverlayArea to retain the pedestrianfriendly
character of these areas. Development guidelines or
standards could also be developed for new neighborhoods.
Most importantly, if the community is to facilitate the
development of multifamily dwellings, design standardsear
critical to assure community compatibility and eyes to the
street design.

5



INFILL

Wherever infill andredevelopment occur, standards guiding
infill and redevelopment, housing compatibility, and
pedestrian improvements could be adopted to promote new
development that is compatible with or enhances existing
development.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Properties should be maintained to be free of trash and litter
FYR GKS I O0OdzydzZ GAzy 27
Outdoor storage should be screened to hide unsightly objects.
Thecity should prioritize repeated complaints and take strong
enforcement action. The City Council should work closely with
the city prosecutor and City Staff A y
GA2FT L GA2yae 2F GKS %2y Ay3
should be prosecuted under available ordinances and health
and safety issues eliminaté

Arco has developed limited "design standards" for the city
through the zoning and subdivision ordinances. These control
street standards, signs and other development issues. The
goal is to develop a plan to make Arco aesthetically suited to
residents and isitors alike, while maintaining the integrity of
the environment, the historical structure, the unique rural
culture, and the scenic value of our high desert area. Arco
should be promoted as a desirable place to locate a business
and an optimum locale fofamily activity.

Farming and ranching will carry Arco into the 21st century,
with the city being the hub of the county. The citizens should
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continue to promote the area as a desirable area to locate a
business and a great place to raise a family.

There are many positive reasons to live in Arco. They should
be protected and promoted. New industry should be pursued,
provided no inappropriate industrial development is allowed
within the city limits.

GOAL:
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community and to protect thequality-of-life Arco residents
currently enjoy.
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for property in Arco(including public, private, residential and
commercial)

2) Develop maintenance standards for commercial buildings
that insure an aesthetic andwell-maintained commercial
area.

3) Strictly enforce all current and future city ordinances
dealing with nuisances, buildingnd development standards
within the community.

4) Adopt and enforce codes, ordinances and standards for
building, dangerous buildingand other development.

5) Consideration of the adoption of a tree ordinance to
encourage tree planting, propecare and pruning.

6) Encourage the beautification of entryways into the city.

7) Consider the abatement of dangerous and abandoned
buildings, both in the residentiahnd commercial areas.




GOALS AND POLICIES

COMMUNITY DESIGN GOALS

1. Evaluate development proposals in terms of size and
and related community impacts.

2. Consider expansion of ti&co Pathway System to enhe
the recreabnd opportunities for City residents.

3. Encourage innovation and excellence in design for
development. Adopt mulfiamily design standards to assu
high-level largescalebuilding development.

4. Control light pollution through proper lighting
consideration. Facilitate dark sky ordinance developmen
adoption to maintain rural character of community.

Policy No. 1: Consider community design features that
promote the health, safety, and good quality of life of the
citizens of the City.

Policy No. 2: Encourage development of selfistaining
neighborhoods that maintain the rural lifestyle and good
quality of life of the City.

Policy No. 3:Encourage development design that optimizes
topography and promotes conservation of open spaces.
Require each development to address concerns regarding
roads, lighting, drainage, storm water runoff, landscaping, re
vegetation of disturbed areas, undergnod utilities and weed
control.
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Policy No. 4:Encourage beautification along transportation
corridors entering and exiting the City of Arco to provide a
positive first impression.

Policy No. 5Encourage beautification efforts and standards for
design, develop code standards for property maintenance and
landscaping.

Policy No. 6incorporate appropriate development standards
and design regulations into zoning and subdivision regulations.
This scope should be completed immediately after the
adoption of the comprehensive plan.

Policy No. 7Regulate the use of signs to enhance public safety
and aesthetic character.

Policy No. 8Upgrade and maintain public spaces and facilities
to improve community image by expanding landscaping and
beautification programs.

Policy No. 9Maintain, improve and expand the system of open
spaces in the form of squares, greens, parks and greenways.
Require the planting of street trees for new developments.
Protect and maintain existing street trees and mitigate
necessary tree removal.

Policy No. 10: Foster recognition, rehabilitation and
preservation of historic sites and districts. See Special Sites.




Policy No. 1: Use design standards and incentives to ensure
that new infill and redevelopment are compatible with
established development.
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CHAPTER
TRENDS, CONDITIONS, AND NEEDS

There are several major trends currently being observed within
the Idaho and theCity of Arco. Some of these are anticipated
to be planning issues for many years to come waileers will

be resolved through markets respondingsiapply and demand
economics.

POPULATIONRENDS AND4NIGRATION

According the U.S. Census Bureau, Butte County's population is
considered 100% rural. The madiage is 33.3 years. The
household size is 2.87 persons per household. isted
household income continues to be approximately 25% below
the national average.

Demographics
| a0

Population

Arco, ID Butte County, ID
2,573

2,842

-269

-9.5%

‘742
1,024
-282
-27.5%

High Reliability: Data with coefficients of variation (CVs) < 12% are in black to indicate that the sampling error is relatively small
Medium Reliability: Data with CVs between 12 & 40% are in orange to indicate that the values should be interpreted with caution

Population (2021%)

Population (2010%)

Population Change (2010%-2021%)
Population Pct. Change (2010%-2021%)

Low Reliability: Data with CVs > 40% are displayed in red to indicate that the estimate is considered very unreliable.
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The top three employment sectors are services, government

and farm. This high amount of service and government workers
is due to the location of INL in the county. In the City of Arco,
the largest employers consist of the Butte County School




District, the INL, the Lost Rivers Hospital and Butte County, all development, indicates a strong need to look in new directions

governmental employers.

The retail sector employs the most peoplef the county's
work force 19% commutes out of the county Employment.

Demographics
I —

Age and Gender

Arco, ID Butte County, ID
Total Population, 2021* 742 2,573
Under 5 years 46 128
5 to 9 years ‘109 279
10 to 14 years 42 112
15 to 19 years "52 ‘132
20 to 24 years “17 21
25 to 29 years 22 ‘220
30 to 34 years ‘48 ‘153
35 to 39 years "66 107
40 to 44 years 17 153
45 to 49 years 26 113
50 to 54 years 17 90
55 to 59 years “a47 283
60 to 64 years ‘81 232
65 to 69 years “43 185
70 to 74 years “39 109
75 to 79 years “35 107
80 to B4 years “13 71
85 years and over "22 78
Total Female 450 1,243
Total Male ‘292 1,330
Change in Median Age, 2010*-2021*
Median Age”™ (2021%*) 37.3 44.3
Median Age”™ (2010%) 46.3 46.4
Median Age % Change -19.4% 4.5%

~ Median age is not available for metro/non-metro or regional aggregations

High Reliability: Data with coefficients of variation (CVs) < 12% are in black to indicate that the sampling error is relatively small.
Medium Reliability: Data with CVs between 12 & 40% are in orange to indicate that the values should be interpreted with caution.
Low Reliability: Data with CVs > 40% are displayed in red to indicate that the estimate is considered very unreliable

Conclusions:

1) The current population of Arco over the 1838 years has
declined12.5% fluctuating by only one tohree percent.

3) Other current points of observation, such as the decline in
school enrollment and the general complacency towards new
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for stable population growth.

4) Employment figures (which are skewed by INL workers who
live outside Arco and the county) continue to make it difficult
for Arco to secure state and federal considerations.

Median Age, 2010* & 2021*

* From 2010* to 2021* , the median 90 463 464 44.3
age estimate decreased the least in 45 37.3
Butte County, ID (46.4 to 44.3, a 4.5% gg
decrease) and decreased the most in 30
Arco, ID (46.3 to 37.3, a 19.4% 25
decrease). 20
15
10
5
0+
Arco, ID Butte County, ID
Median Age”™ (2010*) m Median Age” (2021%*)
Demographics

Age and Gender

2010* 2021*
Total Population, 2010*-2021* 1,024 742
Under 18 249 224
18-34 “116 112
35-44 133 ‘83
45-64 265 171
65 and over 261 152
Percent of Total
Under 18 ‘24.3% 30.2%
18-34 “11.3% 15.1%
35-44 13.0% 11.2%
45-64 '25.9% 23.0%
65 and over 25.5% 20.5%

High Reliability: Data with coefficients of variation (CVs) < 12% are in black to indicate that the sampling error is relatively small
Medium Reliability: Data with CVs between 12 & 40% are in orange to indicate that the values should be interpreted with caution.
Low Reliability: Data with CVs > 40% are displayed in red to indicate that the estimate is considered very unreliable.




20217 Breakout Change 20102021+ continues to enter retirement age, their mobility, spending
patterns, and consumer demands (for health care and housing,
for example) can affect how communities develop
economically (Source: Headwaters Economics'éEconomic
Profile Systend Novemberll, 2023

* In 2021%, the age category with the
highest estimate for number of women 93
was Under 18 (145), and the age 65 and over
category with the highest estimate for 59 -10
number of men was 45-64 (92).

79
45-64
92
* From 2010* to 2021%, the age category
with the smallest estimated decrease
was 18-34 (-4), and the age category 47
with the largest estimated decrease was 35-44
65 and over (-109). 36

OBJECTIVES:

1) Encourage growth in housing development fgoung
familieswho would be interested in the rural atmosphere and
other amenities of the area. This could stimulate employment
Under 18 1 _2! in building trades, livestockecreational and service industries.

86
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18-34
26

79
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2) Encourage retaitlevelopment to support a community of
Femele. “Male 1,500 to 2,000 people.
3) Encourage abatement of dangerous and unsuitable housing
AGE AND GENDER and or/commerciabuildings.
Thisdiagram abovedescribes the change in age and gender
distribution over time, and the change in age distribution, with
five agegroup categories. This is important because
understanding age distribution can help highlight whether
policy changes and management actions might affect some age
groups more than others. It also may highlight the need to
understand the different needs, values, and attitudes of
different age groupsflan area has a large retired population
or soonto-be-retired population, forexample, the needs and
interests of the public may differ than an area with a large
number of minors or young adult$zor many locations, a
significant development is the aging of the population, and in
LI NG A Odzf F NJ GKS NBOGANBYSyYyG 2F (GKS a.loe . 22YSNE 3ISYSNI GA2Y
(those born between 1946 and 1964As this generation
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CHAPTER
PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

Both the federal Constitution and the constitution of the State
of ldaho provide that private property may not be taken for
public use without just compensation as prescribed by law.

Idaho Code sections 6508 (a), 68001, 678002, and 67
8003 establish a review process which the City uses to evaluate
whether proposed regulatory or administrative actions result in

a taking of private property without due process of law.

However, Section 68001 states that it is not the purpose of
the chapter to expand or reduce the scope of the private
property protections provided in the State and federal
Constitutions. Section 68001 states that nothing in the
section grants a person the right to seek judicial relief requiring
compliance with the provisions of the chapter.

Any laws or regulations governing private property should
KSIF@gAfte RSLSYR dzZRy GKS 329
responsibility to protect public health, safety, and welfare.

OA %gsedwgo% fhl?prelmls@ SolAs P?ave s&pboﬁed khe limitation

of the use of private property through land use planning
regulations such as Comprehensive Plans, Zoning Ordinances,
Subdivision Ordinances, and Environmental Quality Acts.

The City of Arco wishes tensure that land use policies,
ordinances, restrictions, conditions and fees do not violate

S N.



private property rights, adversely impact private property
values, or create unnecessary technical limitations upon the
use of the property which would constitute an unconstitutional
taking of private property rights.

GOAL:

It shall be the policy of the City of Arco to protect, enhance and
insure private propertyalues and rights within the accepted
confines of national, state and local laws.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Ensure that City land use actions, decisions, and regulations
will not cause an unconstitutional physical occupation of
private property.

2. Ensure that land use actions, decisions, and regulations do
not cause an unconstitutional physical invasion of private

property.

3. Ensure that City land use actions, decisions, and regulations
do not effectively eliminate all economic value of the property.

4. Ensure that City land use actions, decisions, and regulations
depend upon the City's responsibility to protect public health,
safety, and welfare.

5. Ensure that City land use actions, decisions, and regulations
do not prevent a private property owner from taking advantage
of a fundamental property right or impose a substantial and
significant limitation on the use of the property.
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IMPLEMENTATION POLICY

It shall be the policy of the City of Arco that staff shall consider
the following questions in reviewing the potential impact of a
regulatory or administrative action on specific property.

While these questions provide a framework for evaluating the
impact proposed regulations may have generally, takings
guestions normally arise in the context of specific affected
property. If property is subject to regulatory jurisdiction of

multiple goverment agencies, each agency should be sensitive
to the cumulative impacts of the various regulatory restrictions.

Although a question may be answered affirmatively, it does not
mean that there has been a "taking." Rather, it means there
could be a constitubna issue and that City staff should
carefully review the proposed action with legal counsel.

1. Does the regulation or action result in @ermanent or
temporary physical occupation of private property?

Regulation or action resulting in a permanent or temporary
physical occupation of all or a portion of private property will
generally constitute a "taking."

2. Does the regulation or action require a property owner to
dedicate a portion of property or to grant an easement?

Carefully review all regulations requiring the dedication of
property or granting of an easement. The dedication of
property must be reasonably and specifically designed to
prevent or compensate for adverse impacts of the proposed




development. Likewise, the magnitude of the burden placed on
the proposed development should be reasonably related to the
adverse impacts created by the development.

3. Does the regulation deprive the owner of all economically
viable uses of the property?

If a regulation prohibits all economically viable or beneficial
uses of the land, it will likely constitute a "taking." In this
situation, the agency can avoid liability for just compensation
only if it can demonstrate that the proposed uses are
prohibited by the laws of nuisance or other psxisting
limitations on the use of the property.

4. Does the regulation have a significant impact on the
landowner's economic interest?

Carefully review regulations that have a significant impact on
the owner's economic interest. Courts will often compare the
value of property before and after the impact of the challenged
regulation. Although a reduction in property value alone may
not be a "taking," a severe reduction in property value often

indicates a reduction or elimination of reasonably profitable

uses.

5. Does the regulation deny a fundamental attribute of
ownership?

Regulations that deny the landowner a fundamental attribute
of ownershig including the right to possess, exclude others,
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and dispose of all or a portion of the propertyare potential
takings.

6. Does the regulation serve the same purpose that would be
served by directly prohibiting the use or action; and does the
condition imposed substantially advance that purpose?

A regulation may go too far and may resulttakingsclaim
where it does not substantially advance a legitimate
governmental purpose. Likewise, regulatory actions that
closely resemble, or have the effects of a physical invasion or
occupation of property, are more likely to be found to be
takings. The great the deprivation of use, the greater the
likelihood that a "taking" will be found. Private property rights
and local land use control have been linchpins of American
society for many years but it seentisese ideals, sometimes
viewed as complementary, have become unlikely adversaries.

Property rights activists must understand that rights can be
strong, but only up to the point where exercising them does not
have a substantial external effect tme community And when
the community wants certain land used a certain way, then the
community must purchase that land, its development rights, or
'y SFaSySyi
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reasonable definitions of thse terms, and shifting the local
approval processes from the tactical to the strategic, will help

us retain local control as well as strong private property rights.
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CHAPTER
POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHICS

The population in Arco was 908 in 2021(0% urban, 100%
rural). The population change since 2006howed a decrease

of 11.5%
HISTORICAL POPULATION
YEAR POPULATION% +F
1910 322 e
1920 737 +128.9%
1930 572 -22.4%
1940 548 -4.2%
1950 961 +75.4%
1960 1,562 +62.5%
1970 1,244 -20.4%
1980 1,241 -0.2%
1990 1,016 -18.1%
2000 1,026 +1.0%
ihe Yo see appther- 28;(])_ 322 _2.6?)/(?
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Is 37.3 yearld.
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Estimated median household income in 2021: $26,659 (it was
$27,993 in 2000) Arco: $26,659 ID: $66,47stimated per
capita income in 2021: $25,601 (it was $14,744 in 2000)

Income

Household income

$23,837

Per capita income

$25,417

. . 69%!
Median household income

about two-fifths of the amount in
the Idaho Falls, ID Metro Area: 19%!

about 80 percent of the amount in
the Idaho Falls, ID Metro Area:
$29,231

about three-quarters of the amount  about two-fifths of the amount in
in Idaho: $31,509 Idaho: $63,377

10%!
$65,307 0% 2%"

Under $50K $50K - $100K $100K - $200K Over $200K

Poverty

45.4%

Persons below poverty line

Children (Under 18) Seniors (65 and over)

Poverty

71%t

Poverty

11%1t

more than double the rate in the Idaho Falls, ID
Metro Area: 9.4% !

more than double the rate in Idaho: 11.4%

Estimated median house or condo value in 2021: $167,398 (it
was $46,600 in 2000Arco: $167,398 ID: $369,300

Mean prices in 2021:
all housing units: $151,500;
detached houses: $157,297;
mobile homes: $83,538

Median gross rent in 2021: $578.
March 2022 cost of living index in Arco: 86.9 (less than
average, U.S. average is 100)

Percentage of residents living in poverty in 2021: 45.4%
(40.7% for White Non-Hispanic residents, 61.1% for Hispanic
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or Latino residents, 98.1% for two or more races residents)

Houses: 477 (274 occupied: 186 owner occupied, 90 renter
occupied) % of renters here: 33% State: 28% Housing density:
541 houses/condos per square mile Median price asked for
vacant forsale houses and condos in 2021: $89,321. Median
contract rent in 2021:$452 (lower quartile is $327, upper
quartile is $746) Median rent asked for vacant foent units

in 2021: $617 Median gross rent in Arco, ID in 2021: $578
Housing units in Arco with a mortgage: 107 (7 second
mortgage, 0 home equity loan, 0 both second ngage and
home equity loan) Houses without a mortgage: 0 Median
household income for houses/condos with a mortgage:
$34,838 Median household income for apartments without a
mortgage: $53,155 Median monthly housing costs: $621

Households

2 2 7 Population by household type
63 .
Number of households Persons per household
Y Married
the Idaho Falls, ID Metro Area: 51,977 about 90 percent of the figure in the Idaha Falls [ couples
Idaho: 657,101 ID Metro Area: 3 \ ‘-‘.‘ 55%t
about the same as the figure in Idaho: 2.7 L N
A/
Marital status
Marital status, by sex
51%1 54%
Married
53% o
16%" 14%

* Universe: Population 15 years and over Never marri ied

As of the2010 United States Censti®f 2010, there were 995
people, 417 households, and 254 families living in the city.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arco,_Idaho#cite_note-wwwcensusgov-3

Thepopulation densityas 938.7 inhabitants per square mile
(362.4/kn?). There were 504 housing units at an average
density of 475.5 per square mile (183.6/Km Theracial
makeupof the city was 95.1% White, 0.3% Native American,
0.3% Asian, 1.7% from other races, and 2.6% from two or more
races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 3.0% of the
population.

Age
37 3 Population by age range Population by age category
.
. 21%"
Median age st 17%t
3% 181064
about 10 percent higher than the oot 105! o
figure in the Idaho Falls, ID Metro S%! &%! 5%t 49%1‘
about the same as the figure in 09 10-19  20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80+
Idaho: 36,8
Sex Race & Ethnicity
Male 90%!
Fem:
Female
61%t
i
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% L 2%"
White Black Native As Islander Other Twos Hispanic
* Hispanic f any race. Other. Hisp:

There were 417 households, of which 30.2% had children under
the age of 18 living with them, 44.4% wemarried
couplesliving together, 13.2% had a female householder with
no husband present, 3.4% had a male householder with no wife
present, and 39.1% were ndamilies. 34.1% of all households
were made up of individuals, and 15.9% had soneeliving
alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household
size was 2.35 and the average family size was 3.03.
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Units & Occupancy

457

Occupied vs. Vacant Ownership of occupied units

1 it O Ow: 1
Number of housing units Rent "
Owner
the Idaho Falls, ID Metro Area: 55,789 Qocupled nl:(upm;
Idaho: 742,145 58% 67%

Types of structure Year moved in, by percentage of population

34%!

23%"

Single unit 19%!

72%

2010-2014 2015-2016 Since 2017

The median age in the city was 41.2 years. 26.9% of residents
were underthe age of 18; 6.1% were between the ages of 18
and 24; 21.6% were from 25 to 44; 26.1% were from 45 to 64;
and 18.9% were 65 years of age or older. The gender makeup
of the city was 51.8% male and 48.2% female.

Educational attainment

90.6%

High school grad or higher

by highest level of

12.6%

Bachelor's degree or higher i

37%!

about the same as the rate inthe about two-fifths of the rate in the

Idaho Falls, ID Metro Area: 92.3% Idaho Falls, ID Metro Area: 29.8% 9%! 10%!

2%t
about thesame as the rateinIdaho:  about two-fifths of the rate in Idaho: _ _
91.2% 29.1% No degree Highschool ~ Somecollege  Bachelor's Post-grad

* Universe: Population 25 years and over

Language
N/A Language at home, children 5-17 Language at home, adults 18+
Persons with language other than hont
English spoken at home English only English only
100% 100%



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_density
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_and_ethnicity_in_the_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_and_ethnicity_in_the_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
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CHAPTER 5
SCHOOEACILITIESND TRANSPORTATION

Arcohas one school district within its boundaries, which is the
Butte CountySchool District #111. The school complexes are
located in Arco and How®verall, the school buildings are in
good condition.

For the 2023 school year, there are 3 public schools serving 367
students in Butte County Joint School District. This district's
averagetesting rankings 8/10, which is in the top 30% of
public schools in Idah@here arel68 school districts in Idaho
and this ranking idased off of combined math and reading
proficiency testing data for the 2022021 school year.

Public Schools in Butte County Joint School District have
anaverage math proficiencgcore of 45% (versus the ldaho
public school average of 40%), amading proficiencgcore of
59%(versus the 54% statewide average).

Minority enrollment is 10% of the student body (majority

16)”% '%E@Vﬁc'mq @(" KRHE'S gradyation raig of 55 2 |

80% has stayed relat|ved:pn5|stentover five school years.

The revenue/student of $12,084 is higher than the state
median of $10,942. The school district revenue/student has
grown by 17% over four school yeafhe school district's

spending/student of $11,422 is higher than the state median of




$10,105. The school district spending/student has grown by
18% over four school yeatstom 1990 to 1998 the districts saw

by 9% over five school yealMinority enrollment is 13% of the
student body (majority Hispanic), which is lower than the Idaho

a decrease of 95 children, a 12.4% decrease. The school district state average of 26% (majority Hispanic).

became the first district in the state to take advantage of a new
state law passed in 1998 allowing for charter schools. That
school, started in fall of 98B, replaced the alternative high

school. There is one private school in the area, Arco Christian

Church School, and several students are being home schooled.

There hae been efforts to put together a home school
organization so that there will be a better idea of the numbers
in home schooling and provide better coordination. There are
also several small private daycare and-pohool services.

Arco Elementary This building is inair condition and is
currentlyhousinggrades Pre&Kindergarten through sixth grade.
The school has 190 Students.

Arco Elementary School placed in the top 30% of all schools in
Idaho for overall test scores (math proficiency is top 20%, and
reading proficiency is top 50%) for the 2620 school year.

The percentage of students achievipigpficiency in maths 50

54% (which is higher than the Idaho state average of 40%) for
the 202021 school year. The percentage of students
achievingproficiency in reading/language aiits5559% (which

is higher tharthe Idaho state average of 54%) for the 262D
school year.

The student:teacheratio of 16:1 is lower than the Idaho state
level of 17:1The teacher population of 12 teachers has grown
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Arco Elementary School ranks among thye 20% of public
schools in Idahéor Math proficiency.

Thediversity scoreof Arco Elementary School is 0.24, which is
less than theadiversity score at state average of 0.4Zhe
school's diversity has stayed relatively flat over five school
years.

Butte County MiddleHigh Schoolserves 174 students in
grades 712.

Butte County Middle/high School placed in the top 50% of all
schools in Idaho for overall test scores (math proficiency is
bottom 50%, and reading proficiency is top 30%) for the 2020
21 school year.

The percentage of students achievipigficiency in maths 35
39% (which is lower than the Idaho state average of 40%) for
the 202021 school year. The percentage of students
achievingproficiency in reading/language aiits6064% (which

is higher thanhe Idaho state average of 54%) for the 2&20
school year.

The student:teacher ratio of 13:1 is lower than the lIdaho state
level of 17:1.Minority enrollment is 8% of the student body
(majority American Indian and Hispanic), which is lower than
the Idaho state average of 26% (majority Hispanic).



https://www.publicschoolreview.com/top-school-listings/idaho
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/top-school-listings/idaho
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/diversity-rankings-stats/idaho

Butte County Middle/high School ranks among tbp 20% of
public schools in Idahimr most improved school and for
student attention.Butte County Middle/high School's student
population of 174 students has grown by 70% over five school
years. The teacher population of 13 teachers has grown by
116% ovethe lastfive school years.

30
25
20
15 I

Grade 7 Grade Grade Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

4]

B Grades

Students by Grade

Butte County Middle/high School is ranked within the top 50%
of all 707 schools in Idaho (based off of combined math and
reading proficiency testing data) for the 262Q school year.

Thediversity scoreof Butte County Middle/high School is 0.15,
which is less than thdiversity score at state average of 0.42
The school's diversity has stayed relatively flat over five school
years. The nearest high school and middle school to Butte
County Middle/high School Mackay Junior/Senior High
Schook24.3 miles away) The nearest elementary school
isArco Elementary Schoff.2 miles away)
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e Butte County Middle/high School

Total Students

Transportation is provided by the school district's bus system.
Currently the district is looking at options and benefits of
keeping the operation in house versus contracting it out. The
bus routes have been set and are not expected to change
significantly with future growth. All of the students outside of
the city limits have the availability to be bussed to school, the
rest of the students walk. Safety bussing is used to prevent
students from having to cross in dangerous situations (highly
traveled roads) on their way to school.

Postsecondaryeducation is available to Butte County residents
through BYUldaholocated in Rexburg; the University Center
offering classes from University of Idaholdaho FallsBoise
State University; Idaho State Universiyd the College of
Eastern Idahdocated in Idaho Falland through theCollege of
Southern Idaho located in Twin FallEhe new pathways
program at BYWdaho ismakng postsecondary education
available for students and adultsorldwide via use of the
internet.

The University of Idaho, in cooperation with the County, offers
extension services, including educational programs. This office



https://www.publicschoolreview.com/top-school-listings/idaho
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/top-school-listings/idaho
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/diversity-rankings-stats/idaho
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/mackay-junior-senior-high-school-profile
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/mackay-junior-senior-high-school-profile
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/arco-elementary-school-profile

serves as the local gateway to the educational resources of the
Universityof Idaha While extension education is an informal,
out-of-school program, it is also delivered in cooperation with
other agenciesLocal progrars are designed to fit local needs
and currently emphasizes irrigation management, farm
financial management, crop management, master gardening,
food preservation, clothing construction and thé#4program.

GOAL:

The quality of life in the City of Arco is dependent upon the
quality of education. The city is committed to maintaining and
constantly supporting means to improve the quality of
education.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Increase the safety of the students by:

a) Improving and increasing crosswalks across
major thoroughfares

b) Increasing police patrols and/or volunteer
crossing guards.

C) Constructing more sidewalks on streets

along the highways

2. Consider a design that provides safe access for the
student from the vehicle to thechool, providing a safe
way to get into the buildings

3. Consider adopting a local ordinance making it
mandatoryto stop when a crosswalk mccupied and
signing the crosswalks appropriately.

4. Continue to encourage redevelopment dfternet-
basedonline learning.
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5. The city and schools coordinate planning involving land
use, public facilities, andecreation facilities and
programs

6. Continue priority snow removal around the schools

7. Encourage the improvement of Basic Skills.

8. Upgrade public facilities as necessary for safety and
upkeep, develop long randecilities plan.

9. Work with the District on the Placement and
maintenance of necessary signage to minimize conflicts
between school busses and traffic.

Data Sourcehttps://www.publicschoolreview.com/butte
county-middle-high-schoolprofile.
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CHAPTER
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Arco is located in central Idaho, west of Idaho Falls and Rexburg
areas. Arco had-ederal Highways 20/26, and 93 running
through it. The area is high in agricultural use, but the largest
employment sectors are services and federal employment, with
agricultural following as the third. This is due to the presence of
the Idaho National Lairatory (IN) in the southeast portion of

the County. In addition, theity has in and around it several
sites of interest to tourists that attract local, regional, national
and international visitors. These sites include:

1) Craters of the Moon

2) Yellowstone Park

3) Experimental Breeder Reactor 1

4) Great Rift

5) Goodales Cutoff

6) Launch Site for hang gliding/pasailing

Total employment within Butte County is estimated around
8,200 of which only 1,200 live in the county. A portion of these
jobs are at the INL (which employs approximately 7,700
people), of which county residents fill only approximately 260.
This places auvden upon, the_city and other service providers
© dervk Mbdtdsiert Shpi&Rdst whY diYze 2cﬁi@\ﬁrvices
(roads, ambulances, police services etc) but pay no taxes for
these services. Thisas added special burdens to the city and
its infrastructure withimited revenues to pay famaintenance

and expansion. This also skews the economic statistics for the
county, since average wages outside of INL employment are




less than one third the annual average wage reported for the establishments. However, business closings in 198509 have
county as a whole. Average household income is also inflated limited services that are available to the residents of the city
in the statistics when, in reality, the actual number of residents and county.

of the county and city do not earn as much per household.
Demographics
In the 20172021 period, Butte county, had the highest L —

estimated percent of people that worked outside the county of

. Commutin

residence (15.5%), and Arco, had the lowest (9.2% ). g
Arco, ID Butte County, ID
Workers 16 years and over, 2021* 228 979

Place of Work, 2021* PLACE OF WORK: ,
Worked in county of residence 207 827
Tl utside cou iden “21 152
100% I, % TRAVEL TIME T WORK _
80% 10t 14 minutes 31 128
15 to 19 minutes ‘9 72
60% 20 to 24 minutes "4 ‘41
25 to 29 minutes “25 ‘50
o inu “42 135
40% 3 to 30 minutes 12 23
40 to 44 minuts ‘0 “30
20% Ewi min:_t:z zg g?
0 % T Mjaonot:';r\‘/:ﬁtmggse;ork (minutes) 20 17
Arco, ID Butte County, ID Percent of Total
. . PLACE OF WORK:

m Worked outside county of residence Worked in county of residence 90.8% 84.5%
Worked outside county of residence 9.2% 15.5%
m Worked in county of residence R 355% 28.6%
10 to 14 minutes "13.6% '13.1%
15 to 19 minutes "3.9% “7.4%
. . 20 to 24 minutes "1.8% 4.2%
Overall employment in Butte County has increased about 250 st 20 minutes “11.0% 5.1%
; B ; 30to 34 m!nutes 2!:3.4‘26 l? 8%
workers from 1988 to 1993. Per capita income continues to be 35 Lo 20 minutes % 2.3%
under the state average at $14,484. Compared to the rest of & mere minues “0.2% 2%

the nation, the area demonstrates 69.6% of the national per o o e e e 0 e e,
capita income asrage and 82.7% of the state average. Salaries " e
continue to remain lower than other states' in the Pacific

veral agriculturall in re also | in Ar
Northwest. Several agriculturally based businesses are also located co,

meeting the needs of farmers and ranchers in the area. The
citizens of Arco recognize that the agricultural economy
provides a stable and important economic base to their
community.

The local businesses serve the residents of the city and county
in providing for some of commercial and service needs. These
include a wide gamut of retail, convenience, and service
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The City of Arco is home to almost 100 businesses. These variety of financial assistance to entice and facilitate business

businessealone employ almost 700 persons. This list does not
include cottage industries that are home based in the Arco nor
does it include governmental agencies. Employment in Arco
does not provide a living to all its residents, many of whom
must commute elsewherto seek employment.

In the past few years, Arco has identifiedpatential urban
renewal area in the downtown along the highway and has
taken steps to revitalize that area. This includes the rebuilding
of sidewalks, curbs and gutters, adding pedestrian areas, street
furniture and pedestrian friendly streetlights.

There are several possibilities for economic development in
Arco. The arts and culture offerings are growing, with many
artists working within their homes in the community. The Idaho
Department of Commerce study on tourism identifies
possibilities for job growtln this area as well.

Thecountyhas developed a Business Incubator CentBC{)ih
Arcowhich currently provides lcation for startup businesses
to be housed, providing lower rents and overhead.

Outside economic resources includ@ltura Community
Consulting & Business Finanoéiich operates two direct
financing programs an EDA funded Revolving Loan Fund and
the Small Business Administration's Certified Development
Company 504 loan programltura also has access to several
banks for use with the Small Business Administration's 7(a)
guarantee program. With these toofdturacan package a wide
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growth in thearea.

Another resource available to Arco is the presence of higher
education facilities in Idaho Falls and Rexburg. These include
the University Center with access to classes through the
University of Idaho, Boise State University, and Idaho State
University. Tl College of Eastern Idal®located in Idaho Falls,
offering vocational training, anBYUldahoin Rexburg is Bour-

year college.

Also serving residents higher education needs is the College of
Southern Idaho, located in Twin Falls. These colleges have
proved responsive in providing training to meet labor force
requirements as well as other more direct services such as
conducting sweys and studies in economic development.

The Rural Development Administration, as well as the Farm
Services Administration, is another agency that has a high
profile in the valley and loans money to local agricultural
businesses and farmersArco has oe credit union that
participates in loaning funds for business development.

Finally, such state agencies as the Idaho Department of
Commerce can offer technicahssistance and financial
assistance in helping to seek out and locate businesses in Arco.

The City of Arcoand the county are working onseveral
projects.One of these is th&daho Science Centefhe project
entails the évelopment of ascience museum ancenter called
the Idaho Science Center




SHARED COMMUNIGOAIS

. Toutilize all available resourcés the enhancement of

Arco as a good place to do business. To attract new
industry and new retail businesses in the city that will
provide new additional jobs and provide the basic
services to the residents of the community.

. Develop employment opportunities that allow the
communities to retain their youth, enable them to
return as young adults, and/or stop the loss of young
families currently being observed.

. Attract new people and families to Arco and Butte
County communities.

. Encourage development of new businesses and retain
and expand existing businesses that provide goods and
services locally and export them out of thalley.

. Develop amenities and services to attract visitors.

. Farming, ranching, INL, health care, and government
are the anchor sectors that directly and indirectly
support a variety of businesses.

. A focus on growing entrepreneurial talent and
opportunity should be the first priority followed by a
focused business attraction effort that takes advantage
of and builds on existing assets.
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8. Continued engagement in the Eastern ldaho Economic
Development Partners (EIEDP), Idaho Economic
Development Association, and similar organizations is
key to future success.

OBJECTIVES

1. Plan for andwork with the county toencourage
Greenbelt development along the river as well as
developmentof recreationaland interpretivefacilities

2. Set standards to maintain older buildings in downtown

3. Encourage the recruitment of a theatre to promote
culture/arts. (B)

4. Proceed with and support existing downtown
revitalization efforts, including the store front
revitalization.

5. Support revitalization of other existing commercial
areas in the community.

6. Supportthe plan and effortof the Business Center and
Economic Development Board

7. Encourage the retention of a downtown commercial

core, encourage commercial development to cooperate
in existing revitalization




8. Work to retain existing businesses in Arco, including
agricultural businesses (farmed industy.

9. Encourage the recruitment and development of value
added businesses in Arco.

10.Encourage the further development of ah NIi A & (1 Q&

community within the city(B)

11.Retain, maintain and improve existing recreational
facilities.

12.Support theagricultural economy by recognizing this
AYRdAz2GNE & +y AYLERNIFyYIQ
economy and by encouraging programs aimed at the
expansion and retention of small and large farming
units.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENPPORTUNITIES

All of the economic development opportunity areas described
below are connected to thaforementionedgoalsand were
identified as part of the community review completed by the
Idaho Rural Partnership. This process was a comprehensive
review by Arco and Butte County residents of some of the more
GAaAOES 2LIRNIdzyAGASa (2 FNRY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
Support Entrepreneurial Development

1. Review city and county policies to identify opportunities
to remove or reduce barriers to creating small
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businesses including homebased businesses within
city limits and unincorporated areas.

2. Take advantage of available training and mentoring
opportunities  for entrepreneurs starting new
businesses. Ghne and faceo-face trainings and other
types of assistance awidely available on topics such
as business planning and modeling, financing, research
and development, government contracting, permit and
licensing requirements, and marketing.

3. Create a business mentoring or internship program that
connects interested youth with business owners and
LI NdinmuBity leadefs. S his @QuN dfetté dpppatadiies for
students to see how a business runs from the ground up
and possibly show them a way they caaysin Butte
County (or return after poshigh school education) to
start or manage a business as an adult.

Create a program to publicly celebrate the opening of
every new business. Also celebrate important business
anniversaries.

5. Arco specifically is an excellent location to establish a

I NIOrprofi or forrofit useirdzdua i e pioxiSi afy 2 Y
the Idaho National Laboratory. Museums display and
sell oneof-a-kind surplus itemfrom the worlds of
science industry, and technology. Hobbyists, artists, and
science and technology enthusiasts are all drawn to this
always changing collection of items that cannot be

e ¢



found anywhere else. Some museums offer classes and
shop space to foster creativity and STEM education.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OPPORTRINITY
Retain and Expand Existing Businesses.

National research shows that up to 80% of new jobs are created
by existing businesses in a community, as opposed to
businesses that relocate to that community.

Formally develop a business retention and expansion program,
focusing on important industries and employers: agriculture
(e.g. hay and ranching), tourism, etc. The purpose of this
program is to help local business identify unique challenges and
opportunities. It also creates an opportunity to better match K
12 and workforce education opportunities with the needs of
local employers. Most business retention and expansion
visitation programs share the following objectives:

w 5SY2yaidNyasS G2 20 f
appreciates their contribution to the local economy.
w | St SEA&GAY3 odzarAySaasSa
w !a3aAaG odzaAySaasSa Ay
become more competitive.

Support and encourage business owners who may want to
retire or otherwise sell their business in coming years to
develop business succession plans (also known as exit plans).
Waiting until the point of retirement to plan for someone to
buy the business isften too late, resulting in closed businesses
and empty buildings. Experts generally agree that business
succession planning should begin about 15 years before
NEGANBYSyid ¢KAA GAYS TFNIYS
successor to learn the business and h®hes or her skills.

Locally create or otherwise take advantage of regional and on
line opportunities that provide training on businesdated
topics. Specific training topics that should be promoted include
business succession planning, -lore marketing/website
development,social media, business planning and modeling,
financial management, and customer service.

Place a high priority on encouraging businesses to provide high

0 dza Aquditii cuSdiner deriide by, foll ék&BnpleQd2Velvpitay cusiogner

service training opportunitiesNeg 2 y Qi 02 YLIS( S

& 2cttiegd Sn pridge, Bave Gy difeb memorable experiences and a
dza A y 3 friedtyPaRitNde Yhat visitdrsvBlIRell théir frikrBld dnth fgnaly G K|S

about.

w 5S@St 2L ai NI-rarfgabusihesslietenyioh andl 2 NJ £ 2 y 3

expansion activities.
w . dzZAf R
development.

O2YYdzy A e Ol LJ OA G @

Businesses should take advantage of the different workforce
training programs that are available.
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Any future business attraction efforts should focus on:
02 adzadlAy 3INRBoOK | YR
1. Individual entrepreneurs and stable, small businesses
requiring 15 employees or less.

2}

A




2. Businesses that are back office, manufacturing, and
research & development that dmot require store
fronts to survive.

3. New or expanding recreation technology businesses

that cannot afford the higher real estate and other costs

in the Wood River Valley.

Businesses that would be wallited to locating at the

Airport.

5. Marketing Butte County as a whole, as opposed to
individual communities.

Develop the capacity of and Ar&utte Business Incubation
Center to jointly respond to people and companies who want
to visit or know more about assets and opportunities in Butte
Countyt a2YSUAYSE 2y OSNE akKz2NJI
prepared to anwer their questions when a potential business
comes knocking on the door.

All available commercial and industrial properties should be
L2aGSR 2y GKS {aGlFraS 27

Make sure all land development processes and application ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUWNITY

forms are clearly communicated and available on websites
maintained by the cities.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OPPORTQGNLEY the secret
out.

Need to develop and market our unique visHelated
attractions and services.
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bgt@eér B&S ostLRivera VAN cbrinihities a8 gread

potential.

w LYONBlIaAy3atesr @GAaAG2NAR I NB

and how they will spend their time and money.
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Developing the county potential to attract more visitors will
create new employment opportunities and diversify the local
economy. Develop touristelated services, attractions, and

marketing to increase economic diversity and resiliency.

Guiding principles:

w *AaAildz2Na
to do.

w ¢ 2 de\aleds¥rvices and activities will be more successful
if they reflect history, culture, and natural assets of the Lost
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Rivers Valley.

w C20dzda 2y RS@OSt2LAYy3I SELISNAS,
not readily available in the Wood River Valley
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Tourism Development.

If possible Butte County should develop a regional consensus
regarding the designation of Craters of the Moon as a national
park and then communicate this consensus to the National Park
Service and the ldaho congressional delegation.

<
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Develop and market the Butte County and the Lost Rivers Valley
as the ATV Capital of Idaho. Anlore search indicates no other
community or region in the state is using this label.

Develop a historic building tour of Arco. Use interpretive signs
along the tour routes. The tour should provide information

about noteworthy individuals and significant events. In other
words, use these signs to tell the story of each community, not
just the story of particular buildings.

Support the development of agritourism activities and
commercial enterprises. Agritourism is defined broadly as any
agriculturallybased operation or activity that brings visitors to
a farm or ranch. It can include a variety of activities, including
buying produce direct from a farmstand, navigating a corn
maze, picking fruit, feeding animals, or staying at a farm bed
and breakfast.

Communicate with thehanggliding community to identify
services and facilities that would draw moleanggliding
events and enthusiasts to the Lost Rivers Valley.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUBNReYitalize and
reenergize your downtowns

Butte County has a desire to see vacant and vat@oking
downtown buildings renovated and reused. Walkable
downtowns with attractive buildings and streetscapes will draw
more people. In turn, more people in the downtown area
(whether visitors or resides) will benefit existing businesses
and inspire new businesses and other investments.
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GOALS:
Successful downtown revitalization efforts do not involve the
creation of an artificial architectural theme. Do not create a

O2YiINAROSR GiKSYS¢ GKIG Aa yz2i
thine own self be true!
Engage absentee building owners in all downtown

revitalization efforts.

Develop temporary displays and/or pop up businesses for
vacant storefronts. Owners of vacant store fronts should be
encouraged to allow community organizations, artists, and
schools to fill in windows with art displays or information about
community projets, history, or other culturally significant
subject.

Work with building owners to better understand the condition
of downtown buildings and the barriers to completing
structural, safety, and facade rehabilitation projects.

''aS GKS blFdA2ylf ¢N¥zad F2NJ |
Approach to downtown revitalization. This is the approach
SYR2ZNASR 0@ (GKS LRIFK2 5SLJI NIYS
Program. The four points of the approach Organization,
Promotion, Design, ral Economic Restructuring work
together to build a sustainable and complete community
revitalization effort.

A

Participate in the regional Operation Facelift project or
complete building cleaip projects using this approach.

x
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Keep in mind that facade renovation projects do haive to
result in the exact replication of historic facades, but they
should incorporate elements that reflect your architectural
heritage.Engage youth groups, high school athletic teams, and
other organizations in downtown improvement projects
(painting, landscaping, etcfEncourage downtown businesses
to stay open until 7:00 pm on the same day each week.
Continue making downtowns in Butte county communities the
focal point for a variety of community eventdentify buildings
appropriate for renovationand then work with the owners to
find needed funding and other resources.

OBJECTIVES

1. Plan economic growth that will be compatible with the
rural way of life in Butte County, but without
undermining the population growth necessary to
ensure a healthy economy.

2. Grow, attract and retain businesses in Butte County
with a focus on homarown startup businesses, new
technology, computer/web and agricultural related
businesses, and INL Technology Transfer. With the
closing of several important retail businesses, fetai
businesses also need a strong focus. As long as our
residents need to leave the Valley to meet their retail
needs, they will inevitably spend other consumer
dollars outside the valley as well.

3. Improve resources available to promote and attract
new business, encouraging both agricultural
alternatives and businesses that support agriculture.

4. Utilize all available resources to assist in this effort.
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. Upgrade infrastructure as needed including supporting

infrastructure improvement within the cities such as
water and sewer capacities. Promote urban renewal in
the population centers of the county which service
tourist and business activities.

. Encourage policies that require that the cost of growth

be paidfor by that growth.

. Recognize and support the current and potential impact

that tourism could have on the economy and encourage
further planning and development of this industry.

. Encourage valuadded industries with incentives at the

Commissioners discretion.

| YOU WON'T BELIEVE
YOUR EARS

THE ARCO, IDAHO
FREE SELF-GUIDED AUDIO TOUR

WITH TRAVELSTORYS

‘ CITY IN THE WORLD
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Short, podcast-style audio tours - easy to use
and right on your device

DISCOVER ATOMIC POWER'SROQTS,
LOCALLORE, HISTORY, AND MORE!
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53




CHAPTER
LAND USE

LAND USE

The City of Arco is located in Butte County, in a high mountain
desert area in South Central Idaho, along Big and Little Lost
River Drainages. The Idaho National Laboratory is located in the
eastern part of County and Craters of the Moon National
Monument is located in the southwestern portion of the
County. The economic base in the area is agricultural. Y=ight
seven percent of the land in Butte County is government
owned. This includes much of the land surrounding Arco.

The city has a variety of current land uses, including residential,
commercial and some industrial. Land immediately contiguous
to the city is primarilyagricultural land, with some industrial
uses, including the City/County Airport.

Below is a description of land uses in and around Arco.

- Agricultural Land Use:
Pl . S . oven The preservation of historical andustomarily agricultural,
Tl do  tic  sHEREEE Yay range, and forestry use of county land is important to the
; . .. Citizens of _Arco, who_base,a portion of their economy on this
V|S|o[1|ng fovr the F.L,.Jturen(‘2 S“ a K 2def R KI Q{S AI- 0 I ’a “[AS uol ”f|(|£jgrig ?t drzé\IJil eﬁ I ld a)s\ aan I ftag"llft e%r the arowin
2108y a2 GKFG &2dz OFy 3Racelyk SNB s K &y S5 P ﬂ?ﬁu&% _ y ty 9 9,
raising, or production of agricultural, horticultural cropand
vegetable products of the soil, poultry and poultry products,
livestock, field grains, seeds, hapiary and dairy products,
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and the processing for commercial purposes of livestock or
agricultural commodities.

G/ 2YYSNOALFE ! INROdzA (dzNB£¢ A a
processing of agronomic, horticultural, and livestock products.
With much of the economy derived from agriculture and
agriculturally related activities, maintaining viable tracts of
agriculturd and rangeland is a goal. Nagricultural uses could
have adverse impacts within the agricultural land use area and
must be carefully reviewed if allowed.

The Agricultural land use is suitable for all types of agricultural
and range operations, single family homes, including
manufactured homes, and any accessory buildings necessary
for operation of the agricultural use. Related industrial and
residential lawl uses will be managed and be allowed after
careful consideration of its impact on surrounding agricultural
uses. Cottage industries or home occupations, under certain
conditions, are an historical use and could remain a viable use
of the land. All noragicultural uses will be managed to
minimize the impacts on agricultur@his land use would be
found in the Arco Area of Impact.

Area of City Impact:

The area of city impact is the area outside of the municipal
boundaries of Arco in which future development would cause
an impact upon the city. The Idaho Local Planning Ac658D)
requires that cities and the county enter into agreements which
have be& mutually decided upon, determining what lands
should be included within the area imhpact and what laws and
regulations should apply.
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The preservation of agricultural uses within the Arco Area of
Impact should be protected. Arco is still of the size and
linglidatiom itoCaNofv Athese refagdNdiséis KindthinLtiNRaredzOf (i A 7
impact. This allows for the mixture of larger agricultural parcels
and smalle parcels providing for a rural, low density living
atmosphere. These lands are considered to be in a changing
environment where public facilities and services will be
necessary before intensive urbanization should occur. Many of
the lands within these ams are best designated with the
transitional/agricultural zone to allow for a transition area and
buffer between the more urban city densities and uses and
agricultural areas.

Heavy agricultural uses, such as Confined Animal Feeding
Operations (CAFO'sshould be carefully placed in the county
SO as not to create a nuisance, Large scale agricultural facilities
add jobs and economic development opportunities for our
residents.Value added agriculture dollars than can be captures
locally should be a major prioritfConditions of agricultural
uses should be met to insure the health and safetyoof
citizens, andto presene of the value and aesthetics of
surroundingproperties.

Transitional/Agricultural Land Use:

The transitional/agricultural land use is created to provide a
transition between those areas in the County that are strictly
agricultural and those areas in Arco that may swetable for
other types of development, yet still dependent and respectful
of the agricultural uses.
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The transitional/agricultural land use is suitable for single
family residential living, including manufactured homes (as
allowed and defined by state law) meeting certain building
requirements. One purpose is to promote the development of
residential neigborhoods in rural settings to meet the
demands of the population, preferably on lands that are less
desirable for agricultural use. Areas so designated should be
suitable for single family and manufactured homes under
certain conditions. All developmenghall meet the health and
safety regulations set by the Health District and the state.
Other uses allowed under this land usategory include
agricultural and forest uses, public or sepuiblic facilities
compatible to the agricultural and residential use, cottage
industries or home occupations having minimal impact upon
surrounding properties andnecessary utility installations.
Densities greater than one home per platted or recorded lot
may beallowed on the review and approval of the appropriate
Planning and Zoning Commission. Densities on lots platted after
adoption of this plan will notexceed those required for a
sufficient septic system.

Homes should be clustered on less desirable land within this
land use, leaving prime agricultural land in agricultural
production. Location of these housing clusters should be near
an adequate transportation system to serve the development.
The clusters of development will assist in preserving
agricultural use and open space now enjoyed by Arco residents.

No lot will be developed without proper access to a public

street or road (either directly, or by use of a private road
meeting standards for ingress and egress and emergency
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response). Should such public street or road not be improved
to acceptable city standards, it shall be the responsibility of the
property owner whose property is being developed to improve

the street or road to city standards.

Other applicable design standards for public infrastructure shall
also be followed by thdeveloper/property owner.

Temporary housing for the purposes of residence while a home
Is being constructed will ballowed upon special permit from
the City.

Commercial use may be allowed by a conditional use permit in
a transitional/agricultural area. However, in the case of
commercial uses designed to serve agricultural needs or
residential needs in the immediate area, such use may be
allowed upon review andpproval of the Planning and Zoning

Commission.

Residential Land Use:

The purpose of residential land use is to promote the
development of residential neighborhoods to meet the
demands of the population. Areas designated as residential are
suitable for single family and ledensity multifamily (duplex)
residential living, ricluding manufactured homes meeting
certain building requirements. Other uses allowed in this land
use designation might include cottage industries or home
occupations that have minimal impact on the neighborhood,
public or sempublic facilities compatilel to the residential use
and necessary utility installations.




No lot will be developed without proper access to a public
street or road (either directly, or by use of a private road
meeting standards for ingress and egress and emergency
response). Should such public street or road not be improved,
it shall be the regonsibility of the property owner whose
property is being developed to improve the street or road to
Citystandards.

Other applicable design standards for public infrastructure shall
also be followed by thdeveloper/property owner.

Commercial use in a residential zone may be allowed with a
conditional use permit.

Commercial Land Use:

Commercial use in Arco has traditionally been locatieag the
state highways and main arterials in the community, serving
travelers throughout the area, serving the consumer needs of
the residents, and serving agricultural needs. It is the desire of
the citizens of Arco to continue such uses along or withe
area of the highway corridors, but to cluster these endeavors
to avoid a continuous "strip" commercial type of development
from occurring and to encourage orderly commercial
development within the city limits.
"Commercial* shall be defined as retail or wholesale
establishments, or those that provide a

service for a fee.

Only commercial uses will be allowed in the commercial land
use. Industrial uses shall be confined to the industrial zones
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within the city. No industrial use will be allowed in commercial
areas.

Such uses allowed shall be those that are highway related, such
as gas stations, convenience stores, restaurants and lounges,
grocery stores, motels and other related businesses. The land
use designation shall also allow neighborheethted uses
such as dundries and dry cleaners and other related
businesses. Public and sepublic facilities compatible to
surrounding uses shall be allowed.

No commercial use shall be developed without availability of
public infrastructure. It shall be the responsibility of the
developer to pay for the costs of extending such public
improvements to that development.

No commercial lot shall be developed without proper access to
a public street or road. Should such street or road not be
improved, it shall be the responsibility of the property owner of
the property being developed to improve the street or road to
City sandards. Off street parking shall be adequate to meet the
needs of the commercial use. Access to major county roads
should be limited.

Other applicable design standards for public infrastructure shall
also be followed by thedeveloper/property owner.

Industrial Land Use:

It is the policy of the citizens to allow and encourage such
development in the appropriate industrial zones. The citizens
will encourage the recruitment of clean industries that will




compliment their city. The majority of industrial uses will be
encouraged to locate within area of impacts where city services
are more likely to be available. Exceptions to this might include
farm services, and the initial processing of commodities,
including grairelevators.

Industrial use may include light industries, small manufacturing
plants, processing plantand other uses which are deemed
O2YLI GAGES G2 GKS OAGeéeQa

No industrial lot shall be developed without the proper access
to a public street or road. Should such street or road not be
improved, it shall be the responsibility of the property owner of

the property being developed to improve the street or road to

City standards. Off street parking appropriate to the industrial

use shall be required.

Other applicable design standards for public infrastructure shall
also be followed by thdeveloper/property ownerThe City will
encourage the grouping of industrial uses in land developed as
an industrialpark.

Other Land Uses:

Existing Uses:

Prior to the establishment of the land uses (and subsequent
zones) many uses of the land have been established. It is
recognized that some of these uses that have existed prior to
the Comprehensive Plan, may not conform to the requirements
of the newly esablished land use. Such uses shall have the right
to continue to exist but will not be able to be expanded in

2 (i K SNysichisi@edadd if such use has been discontinued for a period

of more than one year, will not be allowed to continue. All
existing lots, eithetegally platted or lots of record established
in conformance with the City Subdivision Ordinance that are
not of the proper sizes required by this plan and following
ordinances shall be considered nroanforming and
undevelopable if they cannot meet thequirements of City
code such as setbacks, signs, easement requirements, etc.

GOAL:

Encourage orderly growth and development within the area
LI | yY SR ¥ adliies dodservidesi by @aignating land
uses that are orderly, convenient armbmpatible with each
other and the natural environment.

The City may establish special land use categories to address OBJECTIVES:

unique characteristics of the land or environment. This may
include identifying public lands, floodplain areas, and areas of
critical concern such as historical sites, geographic features,
wildlife areas, and naturaksource areas. These are

discussed more fully

in the Natural Resource, Recreation,

1) Maintain acooperative working relationship with the County
in the planning andlevelopment of land uses and zones.

2) Work closely with Butte County in administration of the
Impact Area Agreement which will allow the city to grow

Hazardous Areas, and Special Areas and Sites elements of thesmoothly using consistent public infrastructure standards so as

plan.
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to protect groundwater and allow planning for the future.




Support the City and County Planning Commissions in their
efforts to keep the boundary and agreement current.

3) Keep the commercial area concentrated by using planning
tools to manage locationsnd development

4) Promote the downtown as the commercial core of the area

5) Continue efforts within the already designated area to
revitalize the downtown

6) Require all new subdivisions to follow development
standards. Encourage review of these standards on a regular
basis to insure new growth does not financially impact current
residents negatively.

7) Develop existing unimproved streets in city as soon as
possible.

8) Encourage transitional land uses (from rural to urb@am}he
outskirts of city. Utilize tools to do this including the Area of
Impactin planning and the development of a greenbelt on the
river.

9) Include planned unit developments in the purview of
transitional and area of impad¢and uses.

10) Identify recreational areas and uses, both current and
for future use.
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CHAPTER
NATURAL RESOURCES

Breakdown of land in Butte County:

Private Land Ac. 35,265
Butte County 183,418
Bureau of Land Management 563,093
Forest Service 273,003
Department of Energy 341,725
Cratersof the Moon 40,920

Approximately 86% of all land in Butte Countypigblicly
owned.

Geology and Topography
The mountains north of Arco and west of Big Lost River are
predominantly limestonend dolomites.

The mountain range east of Big Lost is younger limestone,
carboniferous in agd.ost River Mountaimange occurs in the
widest point of a great deformation that extends from the
southern tjp of Chile to Alaska. The Little Lost drainage is similar

7\1 S 1 RANI 0 A1 But haY vioad Butwdsh fAms ahd alltviaf fand? BVt are formed

of deep alluvial deposits in Pleistocene aftgiaciation
produced by periods of high annual precipitation.

The Big Lost River is located west of the city. The river provides
recreationalopportunities to the city.




Butte County SoilsSoil on the Vdky Floor

1. Moore-BorahThousandsBlackfoot: loamy and gravely
loamy, nearly level, very deeppmewhat poorlydrained soils
on river and stream terraces derived from alluvium.

2. ArcoDickey Peakury: loamy, nearly level, very deep,
somewhat poorly drainecoils on valley floors derived from
alluvium.

Soils on Outwash Fans and Fan Terraces

1. PancherSparmo: loamy, nearly level to gently rollingry
deep,well-drainedsoilon fan terraces and valley floors derived
from alluvium.

2. DarlingtorrLesbutBreitenbach: loamy, gravely loamy and
gravely sandy, nearlievel to rolling,very deep, well drained
soils on outwash fans and fans terrace derifean alluvium.

3. SoelbergTechick: loamy and loamy over sandy or sandy
skeletal, nearly level to rolling, very deep, well drained soils on
fan terraces and outwash fans derived from alluvium.

4. ZerWhiteknob-Medicine: gravely loamy and gravely sandy,
nearly level to rollingyery deep, well drained soils on outwash
fans and fan terraces derived from alluvium.

5. TennaSplittop-Atomic: loamy, nearly level to rolling, shallow
to very deep, wellrained soils on basalt plains derived from
loess.

GOAL:
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Natural resources must be protected as much as possible by
carefully assessing and mitigating impacts caused by
development and utilizing natural resources when making any
development decisions in the city.

OBJECTIVES:

1) Preserve natural areas as much as possible. Encourage
incorporation of natural areas within and surrounding
development plans by encouraging development around
natural resources in the city, designating such space as open
space.

2) Develop overall strategies for the protection of water supply
quality and quantity.

3) Encourage ossite drainage and erosion control to protect
water resources.

4) Encourage construction designs to allow for natural drainage
of snowmelt.

5) Protect the natural beauty and habitat of the Big Lost River
and land adjoining thever

6) Provide wildlife habitats and corridors by locating
development away from sensitiwgildlife habitat areas.

7) Require all development to comply with applicable water
quality, air quality, andand use regulations and requirements.
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CHAPTER
HAZARDOUS AREAS

Hazardous Areas are those areas where it is determined that
development should nobccur or where special precautions
should be taken.

Hazardous Areas are those areas of known hazards that include
but may not be limited to the following: surface ruptures from
faulting, ground shaking, ground failure, landslides or mud
slides, avalanche hazards resulting from development in known
or probale path of snowslides, and avalanche and floodplain
hazards.

There are several areas or problem areas caused by soil
problems located throughout theity. Some of the building site
limitations are as follows:

1. High Water TablesSeveral areas in the city and surrounding
areas have high water tables. These occur along the Big Lost
and Little Lost Rivers and along Antelope Creek. High water
tables not only effect the stability of the building itself but it
alo effects the quality of water and the effectiveness of the
septic systems that are installed. In Arco, these problems occur
west and south of the downtown area. Thigjh-water table,
caused by the proximity of the river and the sloughs,
necessitate speal building requirements in those areas.

2. Steep slopes Steep slopes are obvious, but are not practical
to build on slopes greatehan 8% without special precautions.
This affects areas like Crater View and Big Butte.




3. Shallow soils to bedrockShallow soils occur along the edges
of the lava flows and in some cases on top of the lava flows.
They create their own special types of problems in terms of
drilling wells and digging for septic systems.

4. The flood plain- The flood plain has been established and
maps have been drawn. Buildings within the flood plain always
have the potential for water damage during years of heavy run

The above items need to be considered in the Comprehensive
Plan in such a way that they do not unnecessarily infringe on
private property rights as spelled out by the Attorney General
of the State of Idaho.

The city participates in the County Emergency Management
Plan to deal with natural and mamade disasters andazards.
This plan can be found on file in the County Courthouse in Arco.

off. The Big Lost River has a history of flooding. Damage can be GOAL

caused fom water erosion or from extrhigh-watertables, and
by what is popularly called "swhater".

5. Potential mammade hazards in the city come from the
following sources:

a) Underground storage tanks that have not been
removed or do not meet the new federal requirements
to prevent leakage/contamination into the
groundwater.

b) Storage ofyrains and other agricultural products.

c) Storage and use of chemicals in residential,
commercial or industriabperations.

d) Hazardous material transported on trucks coming
through the city.

e) Oldlandfill or other dumps sites.

f) The INL site contains several potential hazards to the
county whichmay have impact on Arco.

g) Stormwater runoff

h) Unprotected irrigation canals running through town
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Hazardous situations must be carefully inventoried, assessed,
and included in making ardevelopment decisions in the city.

OBJECTIVES
1. Restrict and /or manage development in floodplain.
2. Prohibit incompatible development and airspace
obstructions in the clear zone armgbproach areas of airport to
limit possible conflicts and city liability.
3. Identify and manage natural hazard areas to insure the safety
and welfare of thegpeople of Arco by:
a. retaining steep slope areas as open space
b. encouraging the study of natural hazard areas to
determine the effects ofpotential hazards on land
development.
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CHAPTER 10

PUBLIC SERVICEACILITIEBND UTILITIES

Arco contains numerous public and qupsblic facilities and
services that serve the

public. Each is identified below, by description and with the
help of various maps.

Public:

1. City Building

The City building is located in the middle of downtown Arco, at
213 West Grand Avenue. It houses several offices for
conducting city business by the Mayor and City Council and
other appointed officials. The building is currently not up to
ADA standards bua plan has been developed to rectify the
problems associated with disabled access. The facility is not of
I RSljdzr S &aATS F2NJ GKS OAdGeéeqQa
facility or remodeling of the existing facility for a better
utilization of space Wl need to be considered.

2. City Shop

The shop, housing the water, sewer, road and garbage
departments, is located at 190 W. Grand. The current facility is
adequate, but will need upgrading within the next five years.

3. Water System
The city water comes from wells located within and near the
City of Arco. The city system was originally installed several

2
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decades ago. The lower zone of the system located below the Mountain Road near Darlington, Lost River near Moore and the
railroad tracks was rebuilt in 1991. The upper zone, which istoo Howe Cemetery, Lost Rivers and Clyde

small to meet the growing needs, will be upgraded in the near

future. Anew well needs to be added to reduce impact on the 7. Schools

- An

water system? I 1 SNJ & S NIBA GSS Riéa  alrS NI SO heApyiblidi g€idol /systén@ and its needs are addressed in

and is not supported by City taxes. another component of the plan. There is currently one private
school located in Arco and home schooling is allowed in the
4. Sewer System State of Idaho and some families tek@vantage of this option.

This system is adequate for current needs but will need
improvements in the near future. The disposal of treated waste 8. Senior Citizens Center
(effluent) needs immediate consideratioastewater Service The center provides housing and a recreation area where meals
Aa |-0lGaFSRS¢ ASNIWAOS Ay GKS [/ A é&re deryeR andl deetingsre Bettzl JLJ2 NI SR o0& / Ad @
taxes.

9. Street System
5. The Lost Rivers Library Distriserves the area with one These infrastructure needs are addressed in the Transportation
library located in Arco and another branch library located at section of thiglan.
Howe. The facility has 3,250 square feet and holds 35,450
volumes, 1878 audio materials, 398 videos, and 950 other 10. Utilities

materials. It also offers 75 magazine and newspaper a) Electric- Electrical power is currently the only power
subscriptions. It serves a total of 2,576 patrons. source available to residents of Butte County. The city is
currently served byrocky Mountain Power (Pacificorp)
The current library facility is deemed adequate for the Transmission lines serve residential and commercial
population size. If the population increases by more than 500 development in the city. It is extremely important for
people, the library will have to be expanded. The library owns the city to plan uses around these lines that are safe and
the lot next door for expansion, if that becomes warranted. compatible. It is usual to prohibit any construction or
other continuous activities undethese lines. Major
6. Cemeteries transmission facilities should be kept out of the
There are several cemeteries in Butte County, operated by a residential aeas of the community. Communication
cemetery district. The following cemeteries served by this between the Cityprivate landowners and the utility
district are: Hillcrest in Arco, Pioneer Cemetery on King company are essential to mitigate negative impacts

from occurring. In addition, special attention for line
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placement around the hospital is important, to avoid
conflicts between the lines and the helicopter landing
area.

b) Other heating sourcesPropane is available and used
widely in thecity as a heating source. In addition, oll,
wood and coal are also used.

c) Telephone- Telephone service is offered by ATC in
the city. Service is offered both through overhead
telephone lines and underground lines, as
circumstances dictate. An extended area of service was
recently approved.

The 911 System is currently in operation at {hé& S NA T Be&dvice level. This can be accomplished through negotiation of

Department and serves the Lost Rivers area and South
Custer County. This system is in the process of becoming
an enhanced 911 system.

Internet services, with local access and fiber optics
technology are also available in Araoad have been
upgraded for increased bandwidth and fiber to the
premise.

d) Solid Waste Disposal The City of Arco provides
3 NDF3IS AaSNBAOS & | LI NI
solid waste to a County owned and operated site
located east of Arco. The county finances the landfill
through a per household fee included in pety taxes.
City residents may be studying the possibilities of a
recycling program within the next several years and
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making a determination on ippropriateness for their
residents{ 2t AR 2} adS A& | aFSS q
and is not supportd by City taxes.

e) Television Direct television broadcasting is currently
available to the city, as well as a translator system,
broadcasting from Idaho Falls and Pocatello.

f) Natural gas Natural gas services are not currently
available to county residents. However, plans show that
this service may be a possibility in the near future.

Utility facilities must be maintained and improved on a regular
basis to meet the needs of the city's citizens and provide quality

franchise agreements.

11. US Post Office
Postal service is offered to city residents through the delivery
service and at the post office located in Arco.

12. Public Safety

a) Law Enforcemert The City of Arco contracts with the Butte
County Sheriff Department to provide law enforcement
services within the city. Mutual aid is provided by the Idaho
Safe PatfolSwhe dodcén@aies anSriti erdoscamet lorzheA v 3
state highway. Respse time is dependent upon the location
of the officer on duty and could be anywhere from a few
minutes to over a half an hour. It could be slower at times if the
officer is on another call. Current crime rates indicate that the
current level of enforcemenis adequate. The city residents

D | ¢



expect that increased levels of police protection will be funded
as they become necessary. Population growth, increased
tourism, economic development and other growth factors will
determine the rate of increased law enforcement services in
the future.

Currently equipment is adequate, but care must be taken to
keep all equipment upto-date and maintained properly.
Continual updating of this equipment will be essential to
continue providing top quality law enforcement services in
Butte County. Retentionof trained officers is extremely
important for continuity and cost saving law enforcement
services. This often can be difficult for a small city like Arco, due
to the long hours on the job, lower pay, and high stress. Smaller
counties and communities alserve as training grounds, after
which a qualified officer may be enticed away by a larger, better
paying department.

b) Fire Protection Fire protection services are provided by the
volunteer Arco Fire Department and the volunteer Lost Rivers
Fire District. The department has adequate equipment and
facilities;however,care must be taken to keep all equipment
up-to-date and properly maintained. Future training will need
to concentrate in the hazardous material area as well as
keeping upto-date on effectivefirefighting methods. Mutual

aid is provided by the INL, the BLM and the Craters of the Moon
National Park Service.

c) Ambulance ServiceAmbulance service is provided by Lost
WAOPSNAR 9a¢tQa oKAOK Aa
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provided is advanced EMT and are served by volunteers in the
community. There are two ambulances available.

d) Search and Rescue Servic8earch and rescue service is
provided by avolunteer system and which has plans to build a
facility for its equipment.

e) LifeflightServices Lifeflight is offered by two regional health
facilities. These are Bannodkfeflight from the Bannock
Regional Medical Center and Air Idaho Rescue Service from the
Eastern Idaho Medical Center.

All of the above services are dispatched by a countywide 911
system.

13. Health Facilities

Arco currently is served by the Lost Rivers Hospitaklaad ost
Rivers Clinic and has at the present time several doctors to
serve the residents.

City residents are also served by the following regional
facilities:

Hospitals:

Lost Rivers District HospitafArco (with a landing zone)
Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Centifaho Falls
Idaho Falls Recovery Centédaho Falls

Madison Memorial Hospitaj Rexburg

Sun Valley Medical CenteBun Valley

# YBinghdhiRerforiafsladfoot S IS ¢
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Bannock RegionalPocatello
Pocatello RegionalPocatello
VariousSalt Lake Medical Center
District 7 Public Health

= =4 -4 -9

Nursing Homes:
1 Lost Rivers Living CenteArco
1 Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Centktaho Falls
1 Good Samaritan Centerldaho Falls Idaho Falls Care
Center- Idaho Falls Rexburg Nursing CentRexburg
1 Valley Care Centerldaho Falls

14. Recreation Hall

The Recreation Hall Iscated on Grand Ave. The Habtuses
several public offices in addition to the recreation department.
Somerecreational programs are offered through this facility as
well as coordinatiorof other programs off the premiseas city
parks and other recreation areas.

QuastPublic:
Below is a list of quagiublic facilities in Arco:

Churches

Arco Christian Baptist Community Episcopal
Church of Jesus Christ of Lattlay Saints
Country Church

Lost Rivers Bible Church

Roman Catholic
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Meeting Halls
Masonic Temple
Arco/Butte Business Center

INL Impact:

All public services, facilities and utilities are imealdb a great
degree by the presence of INL. This facility employs large
numbers of people who utilize city and county services and
infrastructure but pay no taxes or revenues to assist the aity o
county with the provision of these services. This iagoing
issue that will need to be addressed if the city hopes to
maintain existing facilities.

GOAL:

To provide public and quapublic facilities and services at a
level to meet the needs of the public, to maintain health and
safety standards for our citizens, to provide necessary facilities
to meet reasonable federal and state requirements and to
provide these within the financial ability of our citizens.

OBJECTIVES:
1) Set standards that encourage or require underground
utilities.

2) Ensure that water and sewer system capacities keep up with
growth. Explorealternative means of wastewater disposal.

3) Encourage the City to maintain its own facilities in a
functional/ aesthetic manner

4) Develop a maintenance plan for all city facilities




5) Ensurethat growth pays for itself and places no unusual
financial burdens upon theity or its current residents.

6) Redevelop and maintafairgrounds for increased public use
7) Encourage public facilities and those serving the public to
maintain high operationakafety standards and to locate in
appropriate areas and zones.

8) Develop a policy for the placement of cellular towers

9) Maintain levels of emergency services and increase these
levels as growth demands

10) Coordinate fire services with utilities planning

11) Encourage more volunteerism to keep cost of services
lower.

12) Research options of consolidation of services for savings

13) Research recycling options for the community to lower
costs of providing solid wastisposal services.

14) Work to retain medical services in Arco.

15) Study options for upgrading or building facilities for city hall,
recreation center angbarking areas.
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CHAPTERL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

State Maintained Road Systems

The State Highway system runs through Arco (see attached
map)
A.U.S. 93, from Carey though Arco to Mackay.
B.U.S. 20,26 from Carey through Arco leading to Idaho
Falls &Blackfoot.

County Maintained Road Systems

The County maintained road system includes 362.35 miles of
roadway. This figure is derived from the 1989 state road audit.
This total mileage is broken down into six different categories
of road:

City Streets

Primitive road 6.39 miles

Unimproved road 17.12 miles

Graded & Drained Earth19.47 miles
Graded and Drained Grawe256.69 miles
Low type Bituminous Surfases7.69 miles
High type Bituminous Surfacet.92 miles

nTmoow>

these placesMinecraftthemed Department Storés { dzo 6 € = -2 | G SNEf A RS ¢

Cutter, Austin, Emmitt, Samantha
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The city has about 15 miles of streets that are maintained. Of
these 11 are allweather surfaced, three miles have a gravel
surface and .5 miles are unimproved. Most of the paved roads
are considered to be in good condition while the gravel roads
are in &ir to poor condition. Due to lack of sufficient funds, the




city currently maintains all streets on an-aseded priority
basis. There is no regular schedule for maintaining the streets.
Some issues identified as priorities are safety needs around the
schools, dangerous or low

visibility intersections and adequate traffic control devices
including access and signage.

Aviation

Pope Airfield is located approximately 2 miles southwest of the
City of Arco oJ.S. 93. It is operated in joint venture fashion by
the City of Arco & Butte County.

The airstrip i4,800feet in length and paved. There is limited
navigation equipment ancho Flight Based Operator (F.B.O.)
currently on site.

Public Transportation

GOAL:
To provide a welplanned, efficient, convenient and safe
transportation system.

OBJECTIVES:

1) Address transportation safety issues around schools,
including traffic control devices,

crosswalk locations and placement of sidewalks.

2) Follow the Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices
for traffic control.

3) Deal with access issues, especially onto the state
highways.

4) Work towards the improvement of the condition of
local, state and federal roads in and approaching Arco,
coordinating and cooperating with the county and state
transportation agencies to accomplish this task.

5) Encourage utilization of the airport for commercial,

The CART Public Transit System out of Idaho Falls provides dial industrial and recreational use.

a-ride services upon demand. There is also a Senior Bus serving6)

seniors and disabled persons for rides to the senior center and
for other necessarerrands such as grocery shopping or to the

Maintain and work to improve the level of public
transportation alternatives including CART and the INL bus
systems, developing Park and Ride lots for commuters. Address

doctor. This service is provided by the Arco Senior Center and safety and visibility issues that may need to be attended to

provided by both paid and volunteer drivers. Thellldlso
provides a bus to transport workers to the site. Finally, school
buses also provide a form of public transportation, transporting
a maprity of students to and from school each day.

Freight Service

protect the welfare ofpublic transportation users including the
use of no parking or limited parking zones.

7 Complete the transportation study and continue to
develop a maintenance plan on road and street improvements,
including the development of standards that address width of

The area is served by several private trucking businesses roads, speed limits, signage, paving and storm drainage.

providing freight service to the Arco area, including three
overnight delivery services and two courier services.
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8) Identify funding resources for meeting transportation
needs which might include theldaho Transportation
Department, the TEA21 federal funding act and Local
Improvement Districts.

9) Better utilize the existing snow maintenance removal
plan, identifying critical areas.

10) Address truck parking oresidential street anddentify
andmitigate safety issueassociated with this practice.

11) Develop a trail/greenbelt system wherever possible.

12)  Address public parking in downtown Arco, including the
parking ofsemitrucksandrecreational vehicles.

13) Encourage the beautification of entryways into Arco.
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CHAPTER2
PARKS & RECREATION

Arco has a multitude of recreationalpportunities currently
existing. The potential for the expansion of these and the
development of others is great. Currently the City, and
surrounding area, can boast the following public and semi
public recreational facilities:

1) County Facility: Butte County Fairgrounds an&odeo
GroundsStreet Park

2) City FacilityBottolfesen Park A 2 y QBall RielddNJ

3) Winter sports:BlizzardMountain (lift served, crosscountry
skiing,snowmobiling

4) Summer activities: sightseeing, hiking, horseback riding,
hang gliding, fishindyunting and camping.

5) Natural AreasCraters of the Moon, Natural Arch, Number
Hill.

6) Public Lands¥arious recreational uses on public lands

7) Airport: Use of the airport by recreational flyers, hunters and
outfitters.

Artdft is 6nShé way tolsEvaryl imajok tourism areas located
outside its boundaries. Thiscludes:

Yellowstone National Park

Frank Church River of No Return/Gateway to the Primitive Area




Sun Valley ski area Big Butte Area Copper Basin Salmon RiveiNFRASTRUCTUREaders from the public and private sectors

Mackay Reservoir

In 1990, the Idaho State Park and Recreation Office completed
a needs assessment for tigeneral region.

I The downsizing atthe INL, the decrease in the
number of jobs as a result mechanization of agriculture,
and recent drought conditions, have had a negative impact on
Arco's economy. Arco should actively work to promote
economic development in the county. One aspect of Arco's
economy is continued development of recreation and isar

to stimulate the economy. Arco should continue to support the
efforts to establish safe, environmentallyiendly recreational
opportunities to promote increasd prosperity for Arco and
Arco's citizens, new living wage jobs for young people, and
high-quality community growth that emphasizes better pay,
better public facilities, and a more diverse business community.

AVALABLIRESOURCES:

Arco has a wide variety of recreational resources available in
our area. The resources include the Craters of the Moon
National Monument, King Mt. Launch Site, Salmon and Challis
National Forest, BLM lands, natural hot water baths, and the
Natural Bridge @ name a few recreational sites and areas.
Recreational opportunities include hang gliding, paragliding,
biking, camping, horseback riding, hiking, fishing,
snowmobiling, cross country skiing, mountain climbing,
hunting, and swimming.
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of the community will work on projects and plans for
improvement of the city infrastructure. They will monitor,
report, recommend, and work on matters concerning
transportation and recreational opportunities. & recognizes
the need for some improvements to the recreational sites in
the city. The city will work with the county to find economic
partners to help with the cost®f improvementswhenever
possible to help make the improvements cost efficient.

TOURISORIENTED BUSINESS RETENTION AND EXPANSION:;
Recreation

and Tourism is considered a part of the overall business
retention and expansion plans for the city. The Craters of the
Moon National Monument is an asset that brings 300,000 plus
people per year. The northouth access of the Hwy 93 and
eastwest Hwy 20/8 bring an additional half million visitors
through our city each year. Lost River Travel Council, leaders
from local businesses, business associations, government, and
civic groups willvork on projects and plans for the retention
and expansion of localusinesses. They will monitor, report,
recommend, and work on matters concerning the health of
local businesses and the use of local natural resources for
economic enterprises.

DIVERSIFICATIORburism and recreation are aspects of the
Arco economic development plan that will help local businesses
to diversify beyond the limits of the INL and agricultural
industry. Leaders from banking, real estate, hospitality
industries, senior citizens, andogernment will work on
projects and plans for the diversification of the local economy.




They will monitor, report, recommend, and work on projects
concerning the recruiting and creation of new business, the
attraction of new investments and residents, and expansion of
tourism, recreation, and the airport.

GOAL:

To provide both passive and active recreational opportunities
for all residents within the
community.

OBJECTIVES:

1.

Encourage the city to maintain and expand upon the
current recreational facilitieggiving these facilities high
priority over construction of new facilities.

Encourage recreational facilities within Planned Unit
Developmentgo serve tsNB a A RSy (i Q&

Develop recreation facilities that encourage economic
development such as gatburses

Encourage public/private partnerships, as well as
partnerships with the county, in developing recreational
facilities such as golf courses, indoor and outdoor sports
recreation facilities. Study alternatives to financing
recreational development within thecity, including
private resources.

Work with the private sector in the identification of
needs, maintenance and development of recreational
opportunities within the city, including the recognition
of necessary infrastructure to serve recreation.
Encourage the preservation and use of open spaces and
public areas
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7. Encourage the development of a npnofit corporation
to study and receive lands donations

8. Research the possibilities for the development of an
Interpretive Center for Lost Riv¥falley

9. Identify future parks and recreation sites and preserve
these through the adoption of duture acquisitions
map.

10.Encourage youth programs through all forums such as
schools, private groups, and tlogy.

11.Consider the economic and water quality issues, such as
agriculture, of the region when making recreational
decisions and encourage continued recreational and
other beneficial uses of the rivers.

12. Study alternatives to address the preservation of public
access to streams, rivers amther public recreation
areas.

13.Work to diversify the city's economy by including the
development of tourism andecreation to receive the
economic benefits from such.

14.Encourage the beautification of the entryways into the
city.

15.Encourage the planning of bike ways and paths within
the cityand to recreationahrea outside the city.

16.Look into the creation of a skateboard park and other
outdoor and indoor recreationalopportunities for
youth.
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CHAPTER3
SPECIAL AREAS OR SITES

The citizens of Arco have identified several sites within their city
and county that havepecial or historical significance to them.
These are:

1) Craters of the Moon National MonumentL Rl K2 Q&

largest and oldest unit of thBlational Park System

2) Craters of the Moon Wilderness Aredhis 43,000 acre
wilderness area represents about 80% of the land area of
Craters of the Moon National Monument, offers some of

' YSNAOI Qa Y2adG dzyAljdzS FyR aNB)

the oldest wilderness area the National Park System

3) Great Rift- At 65 miles long and up to 800 feet deep,
this rift set is the longest, deepest open rift set on the North
American continent and is considered a geological wonder of
national significance; a significant portion is contained within
Butte Canty

4) King Mountain This prominent mountain in the north
portion of the county i 2y aA RSNBR 2yS 27F
destinations for world class hang gliding and para

gliding competitions

5) Pictographs neamDarlington - Beautifully preserved
Indian pictographs represent\asible record of inhabitants of
the Lost River Valley before European settlers arrived

6) Pictographs near Howe More evidence of pre
European occupation of the area.
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7) Little Lost Riverh y OS 1y 26y | &
an early trapper and adventurer this river bears the distinction
2T 2NAIAYIFIGAYy3I AY
2F GKS {yI1S WAGSNI tflAyY
at Thousad Springs

8) Lost River SinksThe place in the Arco Desert where the
Big Lost and Little Lo&ivers appear to disappear in the lava
(when the rivers contain enough water to reach th@nt)

9) Stage Coach/Old Arco Town Sifiéhe original town site

for Arco, originally knowas Junction.

10) Era Town site One of the original town sites in the
county was established in 1884.

11) Goodale's Cutoff/Oregon TrailThe major alternative
route for travelers on the Oregon Trail; in 1862 a train of
approximately 75 wagons consisting of 795 men and 300
$62YSY Syl GKNRdzZAK D22RIf SQa
12) EBRIL - Produced power in 1952 tdahe City ofArco
making itthe first cityin the world to be lighted by nuclear
power.

13) INL Ecological Reserv@/hile energy research, nuclear
waste treatment and storage and DOE functions are the
primary mission of INL, it is also a vast, mostly undisturbed, or
minimally disturbed, parcel of high desert, sage brush
dominated ecosystem the largest contiguous area of such
habitat in the United States. Opportunitiesitwentory,
examine and monitor naturalresources, aswell as still
undisturbedarchaeological sites, abound

14) Big Southern Butte- A prominent and important
fFYyRYIFIN] Ff2y3 D22RIfSQa / dzi
even earlier route for Native Americans, explorers, trappers,
and others) which is also of geological interest as a volcano
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River immediately north of Arco; separated by only a few miles
lies the Arco desert and Mt. Borah, the highest point in Idaho;
to the initiated geologist there are unusual and interesting
phenomenon in this region

16) Bear Trap CaveOne of the major caves (actually lava
tubes) along the Great Rifthis cave is part of 45-mile-long
tube system

17) Remote Access Airstrips Provide access and
emergency landings within the vaggion

18) Pioneer and Indian Cemeterie®art of the cultural
heritage of the area

1) dz{(iNatEral drch An interesting, unusual and picturesque
geological feature at theouthern end of the Lost River Range
20) Reception Hall/Baptist ChurchNotable architectural
features within the community; lend a touch of special
character to the community

21) Champagne Creek Historic sité¥hysical remnants of
the once active mining histg of the county

22)  Moore LDS Church Monument
23)  Logging and Sawmill Sites
24)  Box Canyon A picturesque, narrow rock canyon along

the Big Lost River; locakcreational attraction as well as
wildlife habitat

2FF 2F GKS hNB3I2y ¢NIAf | yR

GOAL:
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To preserve and enhance the existing character and historical
background that defines th€ity of Arco and the surrounding

areas.

OBJECTIVES:

1.

2.

Maintaining areas of interest in the city for educational,
historical, or for a sense abmmunity pride.

Encourage private owners of these sites to recognize
their significance to the city ocounty and preserve
them as much as possible.

Encourage that a historic record be maintained of each
site for future generations.

The City of Arco shall encourage those sites and
structures which are deemed bfstorical importance to

be identified, and if possible, restored and preserved.
To work with the local Historical Society to identify
areas of interest in Arco.

Look at creation of a historic district to protect historic
areas in Arco
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CHAPTER4
HOUSING ANALYSIS

HOUSING

Housing in Arco has traditionally been single family homes on
residential lots. Higher density housing developments are
located randomly throughout the community. This includes

both senior housing and affordable housing complexes.

The State of Idaho Consolidated Plan for Housing recognizes
that the Butte County area, including Arco, has been impacted
both by the fear of INL job losses, which has made developers
wary of creating new housing.

Three needs identified by the respondents to this study for this
region in the plan arel) the need for economic diversification
other than the INL and Agriculture 2) concerns for
infrastructure and services to serve the population; and 3) the
lack of affordable modern housing units.

* In the 2017-2021 period, Arco, ID had Housing Costs as a Percent of Household Income, 2021*

the highest percent of owner-
occupied households where > 30% of

74.4%

80%

household income was spent on 70%
mortgage costs (46.1%), and Butte 60%
County, ID had the lowest (36.1%). 50%
40%

30%

20%

* In the 2017-2021 period, Arco, ID had 10%
the highest percent of renter- 0%

occupied households where > 30% of Arco, ID Butte County, ID
household income was spent on gross
rent (74.4%), and Butte County, ID

had the lowest (40.9%). m Cost >30% of household income

m Rent >30% of household income
G! FF2NRI60fS K2dzaAy3dé Aa RSTA
rent may not exceed 30% of income, and next, there should be
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' Medium Reliability: Data with CVs between 12 & 40% a

not more than one person per habitable room. In the County
13.5% of persons are considered at below the poverty rate
where affordable housing might be an issue. Currently the city
has two housing complexes deemed in this catgg®he Senior
Citizens Apartments have 28 units and the Cimmaron Station
complex has 24 units.

Demographics
I —

Housing Characteristics

Butte County, ID

Total Housing Units, 2021* 1,274
Occupied 263 939
Vacant 194 335

For rent “34 "56
Rented, not occupied ‘8 "8
For sale only “32 “32
Sold, not occupied ‘0 "6
Seasonal, recreational, occasional ‘0 “41
For migrant workers "0 "0
Other vacant 120 192

Year Built
Built 2010 or later ‘0 “10
Built 2000 to 2009 "7 77
Built 1990 to 1999 “13 103
Built 1980 to 1989 ‘81 206
Built 1970 to 1979 119 261
Built 1940 to 1969 197 419

Median year structure built™ 1968 1971

Percent of Total

Occupancy
Occupied 57.5% 73.7%
Vacant 42.5% 26.3%

For rent "7.4% “4.4%
Rented, not occupied “1.8% "0.6%
For sale only “7.0% “2.5%
Sold, not occupied "0.0% "0.5%
Seasonal, recreational, occasional "0.0% “3.2%
For migrant workers “0.0% “0.0%
Other vacant '26.3% '15.1%

Year Built
Built 2010 or later "0.0% "0.8%
Built 2000 to 2009 "1.5% 6.0%
Built 1990 to 1999 "2.8% 8.1%
Built 1980 to 1989 17.7% "16.2%
Built 1970 to 1979 26.0% "20.5%
Built 1940 to 1969 "43.1% 32.9%

~ Median year structure built is not available for metro/non-metro or regional aggregations.

High Reliability: Data with coefficients of variation (CVs

12% are in black to indicate that the sampling error is relatively small
n orange to indicate that the values should be interpreted with caution
0 indicate that the estimate is considered very unreliable

Percent of Housing Vacant (incl. seasonal homes), 2021*

NBE (=

Low Reliability: Data with CVs > 40% are displayed in r

[N



The city currently has zoning and subdivision regulations. Land
and development costs are affordable and loans are available
for the Arco area. The city provides water and sewer services to
their residents, the cost of extension of such is at the costef t
developer. In addition, if access is required, the property owner
is responsible for developing the road within the construction
standards set by the City.

Median Monthly Mortgage Costs and Gross Rent, 2021*

® In the 2017-2021 period, Butte
County, ID had the highest estimated

1,296
monthly mortgage costs for owner- $1,400 $

occupied homes ($1,296), and Arco, $1,200 $890

ID had the lowest ($890). $1,000 4

o |

* In the 2017-2021 period, Butte $400 4

County, ID had the highest estimated $200 1

monthly gross rent for renter- $0 ¢

occupied homes ($635), and Arco, ID Arco, ID Butte County, ID

had the lowest ($532).
= Median monthly mortgage cost™, 2021*
® Median gross rent™, 2021*

Enforcing these policies will insure that growth pays for itself
instead of providing additional burdens upon the current
residents and taxpayers. The residents of Arco foresee a time in
the very near future when the costs of growth will have to be
borne by the user/developer through fees for services and
building standards and regulations.

Percent of Housing Vacant (incl. seasonal homes), 2021*

* In the 2017-2021 period, Arco, ID had  60.0% 42.5%

the highest estimated percent of the 40.0%
vacant housing (42.5%), and Butte 20.0%
County, ID had the lowest (26.3%). 0.0%

26.3%

Arco, 1D Butte County, ID

There currently is housing available for the senior population,
although there will be a need for future expansion of this
housing in the future. Manufactured homes are considered a

83

suitable housing type for single family lots when meeting
certain construction and placement requirements as set by the
city.

GOAL:

To provide safe, adequate housing for all citizens of the

community.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Assess existing housing and housing needs in the
community, following up withappropriate actions to
attempt to meet such needs.

2. Look into wusing tools such as planned unit
developments to meet housing needs amdcourage
new residents

3. Encourage alternative housing for seniors to be
developed (such as living assistarmeas) to allow
them to remain in Arco for as long as they wish.

4. Educate and promote communitginvestment in the
housing stock throughienovation of existing housing
and building of new housing

5. As older housing stock becomes deteriorated or
unusable, encourage its replacement with affordable
housing; work with local banks to support housing
development opportunities in Arco.




. Research what aid is available for affordable housing
and work with developers igetting this assistance.

. Encourage landlords to renovate substandard
properties. Research possibilitiesadfatement policies
set through the building code.

. Encourage support for fair, affordable housing through
the passage of resolutions armtdinances by the City
Council.

. Consider implementing an infill policy by encouraging

development to take place omacant land within the
city prior to spreading to new areas.
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CHAPTERS
IMPLEMENTATION

The City of Arco Comprehensive Plan covers ten to fifteen years
into the future, which allows time for implementing land use
patterns, transportation networks, and facility plans.

TheComprehensive Plan, no matter how good it may be, is an
ineffective document if itis never implemented. Formal
adoption of the plan is the first step in implementation.

Tasks are listed and prioritized below. Not all objectives of this
plan are listed these simply provide a summary of the detailed
tasks listed in each section. Prioritization of the tasks does not
mean that some are more important than others are.

Therefore, "high priority” indicates moving into developmental
stages immediately, while "medium priority" means that there
is more study required and it may take longer to implement.
"Low priority" indicates tasks that may be completed over a
longer peria of time.

"Council" shall indicate the City Council, "P&Z" shall indicate the
City Planning and Zoning Commission and "ED" shall mean
Economic Development organizations in trea

GOAL STATEMENT:

Execute this Comprehensive Plan as a vital working document
as it guides future growtbf the city.
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POPULATION
1. Encourageresponsible, healthygrowth in housing
development.

PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

1. cC2ft2¢ GKS {GFrGS 2F LRIK2Q3

in evaluating applications before taking any land use
action or making a recommendation.

ECONOMIOEVELOPMENT:
1. Plan for and encouragescreational development in
and around the city.

Proceed with and support existing downtown
revitalization efforts, including the store front
revitalization. Implement Mainstreet redevelopment
principles from the national program.

Work to retain existing businesses in Arco, including
agricultural businesses (farms) and industry.

Support revitalization of other existing commercial
areas in the community.

Promoting summertimeas well adulltime residents in
Arco.

SCHOOLS




1.

2. The city and schools coordinate planning involving land

Increase the safety of the students loyplementing
various safety measures.

use, public facilities, and recreation facilities and
programs.

LAND USE

1.

Completenegotiations forcounty adoption othe Area
of ImpactAgreement and Boundary Map allow the
city to coordinate with the county to allow smooth
outward growth of the city. This agreement facilitates:
New subdivisionsadjacent to the cityfollowing city
platting ordinancesand require the city to connect
sewer lines to the treatment plant to protect county

groundwater. The City and County Planners have

agreed upon a recommended boundary for adoption by
the county commissioners.

Develop existing unimproved streets gity as soon as
possible.

NATURAL RESOURCES

1.

Encourage development around natural resources in
the city, designating such space as open space.

Develop overall strategies for tharotection of water
supply quality and quantity.

Encourage ossite drainage anderosion control to
protect water resources.
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2.

3.

HAZARDOUS AREAS
1.

Restrict and /or manage developmeintfloodplain.

Prohibit incompatible development and airspace
obstructions in the airport clear zone.

Identify and manage natural hazard areaetsurethe
safety and welfare of the people of Arco

TRANSPORTATION
1.

Work towards the improvement of the condition of
local, state and federal roads in and approaching Arco.

Encourage utilization of the airport fo€ouncil/ED
commercial, industrial and recreational use.

Maintain and work to improve the levebf public
transportation

Encourage the beautification ehtryways into Arco.

Continue to develop a maintenance plan on road and
street improvements.

Identify funding resources for meetingansportation
needs

PUBLIC FACILITIES
1.

Set standards that encourage ogquire underground
utilities




2. Develop a maintenance plan for eity facilities

3. Ensurethat growth pays for itselfWork to retain
medical services in Arco

4. Maintain levels of emergency servic&ouncil and
increase these levels as growth demands

HOUSING
1. Look into wusing tools such as planned unit
developments to meet housing needs amdcourage
new residents

2. Encourage alternative housing foseniors to be
developed

3. Educate and promote community reinvestment in the
housing stock through renovation of existing housing
and building of new housing.

4. Encourage support for fair, affordabh@using.

5. Consider implementing an infill polidyy encouraging
development

RECREATION
1. Encourage the city to maintain arekpand upon the
current recreational facilitieggiving these facilities high
priority over construction of neviacilities.
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2. Encourage public/private partnerships, as well as
partnerships with the county, in developing recreational
facilities

3. Study alternatives to address the preservation of public
access to streams, rivers and other public recreation
areas.

SPECIAL AREAS AND SITES
1. Encourage those sites and structurelsich are deemed
of historical importancéo be identified, and if possible,
restored and preserved

COMMUNITY DESIGN
1. Encourage clean up and continuethaintenance
standards for property in Arco

2. Adopt and enforce codes, ordinances and standards for
building, dangerous buildings and other development.

3. Consideration of the adoption of thee ordinance to
encourage tree plantinqaroper care and pruning

IMPLEMENTATION

(IMPLEMENTATIGECTIONW/ITHASSBENED
RESPONSIBILITIES AND TIMETABLES
1. TASK
RESPONSIBILLE:TY
PRIORITY
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Appendix A:

Appendix B:
Appendix C:
Appendix D:
Appendix E:

Appendix F:

APPENDICES

City Zoning Map
City Preferred Land Use Map

Planning Questionnaire
Glossary of Terms

Application for Plan Amendment
Impact Area Agreements

Adoption Resolution
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APPEND{ A
CityZoning Map
City Preferred Land Use Map
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